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[Continued from No. 4 } 

istering of oaths, and to the 6h article of the Con- 
witution of the United States, when 
a? TURNEY rose to a point of order, and in- 
sired if it was in order to debate this question? 

The CHAIR decided that it was debatable, but 
the gentleman must confine himself to the questioa 
of order. 


Mr TURNEY. Then there is no end to this 
a, W. C. JOHNSON then proceeded with his 
emarke, referring to several authorities to show 
that the Speake x was bound to administer the oath 
» the New Jersey members holding the Gover- 
nor’s certificate. 438 

The CHAIR again interrupted the gentleman, 
and desired that he would coafine himseif to the 
point of order which he had raised. 

Mr. JOHNSON again preceeded with his re- 
Smarks, and contended that the previous question 
Fcculd not be put, when 
Mr. JAMESON called him to order, and in- 

uired the stale of the question. 
> The CHAIR said he understood the gen'leman 

to raise a question of order, as to the right of the 
gentleman from Virginia to move the previous 
question. Under the general parliamentary law, the 

‘ain felt constrained to say that the previous qnes- 
jon was a question which must govern the House. 
Bat the previous question, under that general law, 
wasa different thing from the previous question un- 
derthe rules of the last House. In regara to the daty 
of the Caata in swearing the New Jersey members, 
which had been referred to by the gentleman, he 
would say that he was merely the organ of 
the House, and whether it was a House de 
jure, or a House de facto, was not a question 
forhim to decide; but being its organ, he was 
pound to carry out the decisions which i: had made, 
fand which were staring him in the face. Tris was 
the opinion of the Crate; and if the gentleman de- 
sired ty sustain contrary views, he must appeal 
from this decision. 

Mr. JOHNSON then appealed frem the latter 
part of the decision of the Crain, and was proceed- 
aug again to refer to the authorities before him, 
whea 

Mr RIVES called him to or’er, because he was 
pursuing the same course of argument which the 
Cuan had decided to be out of order. 

Tne CHAIR said the gentleman must confine 
himself to the point of order. 


Mr. JOHNSON proceeded, and was reading a 
c’aise from the law of New Jersey on the subject 
{ the elections, when 

Mr. JAMESON rose toa point of order. - He 
ontended that if gentlemen were permitted to 

ke an appeal from but a single point of the deci- 
sion of the Carr, they might appeal on fifty dif- 
erent points in decision, and there would be no 
ad to the question. He thought the gentleman 

as begging the question by the course which he 
Was pursuing. 

Mr. JOHNSON then withdrew his appeal, and 
ubmitted a point of order in writing, that the gen- 
leman from Virginia could not make his motion 
when there were five mcmbers at the bar de- 
manding to be sworn. 

The CHAIR. If the gentleman withdraws his 
Appeal, the question is upon the previous ques- 
iON, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I withdraw my point of 
bider, and renew the appeal. Mr. J. was again 
proceeding to read the law of New Jeisey, when, 

The CHAIR ealled him to order. 

Mr. CAM( BELL of Tennessee moved that the 
thileman from Maryland have leave to proceed 
ih his remarks, which was egreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON then addressed the House at 
ath upon his appeal, contending that the Caarr 
as bound to swear in the members from New 
yersty having the Governor’s certificates, and re- 
‘ttrigg to a great many authorities under the arti- 
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c'es of Coafederation, the Constitution of the United |] of this Hi use, and on that motion moved the 


Siates and the State Constitution. 

Mr.ADAMS next obtained the floor, expressed 
his intention of addressing the House, and moved 
an acjournment. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS ealled for the yeas 
and nays on the adjournment; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 117, nays 107. 

The house then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, December 20, 1839. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, and being of an Executive cha 
racter, 

The Senate went in into an Executive session, 
aud afterwards, 

Adjoursel. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, December 20, 1839. 

The question pending was on an appeal taken by 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Jonnson] that 
a proposition could be submitted while there were 
members of the House waiting to be sworn. 

ir. CHAPMAN said that he had made a mo- 
tion the other day to reconsider the vote by which 
the resclution for the adoption of rules had been 
laid on the table, which motion had been entered, 
and on yesterday he had moved that this motion be 
taken up, but it had been decided by the Cuars 
that it could not be taken up while the motion then 
pending, which was the resolution of Mr. Wisg, 
was before the [Louse; that resolution, however, 
had been withdrawa and another moved, and he 
held that bis motion to reconsider had precedence 
of this latter motion. 

The CHAIR state! that the motion had been en- 
tered on thie journal, he presumed, to enable the 
gentleman (to bring up ata future time. The 
Cuairk, however, was of opinion, on an examina- 
tion of the subject, that the right to make that mo- 
tien was given under the rules of the House, which 
had not yet been adopied, it beiag a motion not 
known to the parliamentary law. He would, how- 
ever, Suggest to the gentleman that he could obtain 
his object by moving that the rules cf the last 
LIcuse be adopted for the government of this body, 
which motion would be in order at any time when 
there was no motion pending. At present, 
however, there was a question pending on an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Cair, taken by the 
gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. JAMESON. Do I understand the Crair 
to say that the motion tc reconsider is not known 
to the parliamentary law? 

The CHAIR. ‘That is the impression of the 
Chair. 

Mr. JAMESON said, if gentlemen would refer 
to the beok, they would see that that was one of 
first established princip'es of parliamentary law. 
lt wasof far older dates than the rules of the House. 
If, therefore, the Cuair sull held to the opinion ex- 
pressed, he woul feel bound to take an appeal. 

Mr. BRiGG$ contended that the question be- 
fore the House was a question of priviiege, there- 
fore a motion to reconsider ccuid not be made 
until it was disposed of. 

Mr. POPE said the first business under the Con- 
stitution which could come before the House, was 
the election of a Speaker, and the next was the 
swearivg in of the members. Now, as the mem- 
bers had notall been sworn in, no cther business 
could come vp, unui that was disposed of. 

Mr. VANDERPOKL inquired whether the ques- 
tion of priority of business was not uader the con- 
trol of a majority of the House, and whether, if 
the majority desired to adopt the roles of the rales 
of the House, they could not do so now, or at any 
time. 

The CHAIR thought it was in the power of the 
majority of the House to adopt rules. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then moved that the rules 
of the last House be adopted for the Government 


j 


| 
| 


previous qnestion. 


Mr. WISE ta'sed a point of order, whether any 
motion could be made until the question befere the 
House was disposed of. 

The CHAIR decide! that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York could not be made while 
there was another question before the Hunse. 

Mr. CHAPMAN appealed from the decision of 
the Crrair. 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor on 
Mr. Jounson’s appeal made yesterday, claimed 
the fluor, and proceeded to address the House. 

Mr. CHAPMAN called the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to order. 

Mr. HF FMAN then rose, and _ said, if gentle- 
men were desirous of adopting rules to prevent dis- 
order in the House, and relieve the Cuair from 
embarassme t, witnout having any other object in 
view, h> would submit a proposition, which weuld 
effect the desired object. Mr. H. then presented 
a resolation, which was read, that the ru'es and or- 
ders of the la-t Congress be adopted for the govern- 
meit of this louse, except the lastrale, [the viva 
voce ru'e | 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. The viva voce rule is 
one of grea’ importance, and there can be no go d 
reason for laying it asice atthistime. If the mo- 
ton which he hal made a few minutes ago was 
in order, be desired that it méght be put to the 
ITouse. 

Mr. ADAMS object d to the intro!uction of 
any resolution forthe adoption of rules until the 
House had organized according to tho Const.tution 
and laws of the Uni'ed Stats. By the act of 22d 
May, 1852, ‘* the ITouse ef Representatives shall 
be composed of members electe 1° — 

Mr. VANDERPOEL calel the gentleman to 
order. Hfle bad mace a motion, which had bern 
entertained by the Cuatr, and the gentleman coald 
not speak on another question, 

Mr. ADAMS sad he was speaking to a point of 
odor, whi h had precedence of the ovh:r. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman from Massa- 
chuse'ts must take his seat. There was a point of 
order now before the Cairn on an appeal taken 
by the gent eman from Alabama. 

Mr. ADAMS. Does the Cram decide that 
while Lam speaking on a poiat of order, that 
anoher point of order can be made which will 
override the one I am speaking on? 

The CHAIR said he had decided against a cer- 
tain motion. The gent'eman from Alabama bad 
appealed from that cecision, and the Cairn was 
bound to entertain that appeal. 

Mr. ADAMS. ‘Th nf may make another point 
of order, and if the Cuatr decides against me, I 
may appeal from that decision, and it will take 
precedenc*. An ther gentleman may then raise 
another point and appeal, and so we may go on 
in an eternal wheel, without there being any end 
to the matrer. 

Mr. CH14PMAN said that the point he had 
made was with regard to the priority of bosiness, 
and if the Cuair en'ertained bis met.on, it was im- 
possible fur geatleinen to oveileap it and supeisece 
it with something else. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the very point he 
was desirous of discussing, was with regard to the 
priority of business. It was that the House could 
dono other business, until all its members were 
sworn, 

Mr. CHAPMAN then rose, and stated that as 
the gentieman from Massachusetts was anxious to 
occupy the floor, and as he had been requested by 
severa! gentlemen to withdraw his motion, he would 
do so, giving notice, however, that he would bring 
it it forward again at the earlest periot poss.ble, 
and he hoped no objection would then be made to it. 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor on 
the point of order raised by Mr. Jonxson of Mary 
land, contended that it was not competent for the 
House t> en'ertain the previous question, or any 
other motion, while the question of the night ef 
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the New Jersey members to be sworn was pending. 
Mr. A. then examined the constitutional question 
= reply to Mr. Picxens] as to the powers of the 

ou-e over the returns, elections, and qualifica- 
tions, of the members. He argued at some length 
against the principles advanced by that gentleman 
as to the distinction between the reiurus and the 
elections. He said thata majority of the House, 
at that sta’e of the proceedings, was not suillicient 
to decide the question of rign!t, inasmuch as the 
effect of the decision was tantamountty «n expul- 
sion, which required, by the Constitu ion, a vote of 
two thirds. ‘That decision, he saii, was illegal, 
unconstitutional, null and void, on the grount, 
also, that the House, in its then uno. ganized 
state, had no power, under the Constitu- 
tion, to dec de any question; and tha', even under 
its present partial crzanization, had not the 
power to declare that ihe gentlemen from New 
Jersey with the Governor's certificates shuld not 
participate in the further organization of toe House, 
because, upon the principles of ‘he Const tution and 
the laws, these gentlemen stocd upon the same foot- 
ing as the other Representatives, and could be ex- 
peiled with the same propriety, by an cbjrction be- 
ing ra’sed by those the House had excluded. He 
then replied to some of the arguments whi h hed 
been advanced as to the respect which should be paid 
to the broad seal of'a State, and said thatit was not the 
mere seal which claimed the respect of the House, but 
the principle which lies under it. The power 
which formed the seal could break it and substitute 
some viher formif it pleased, but it was the form 
adopted by that State to make its power known 
here, and as such should be acknowledged by us. 
The seal was the proof of reco:d, and was the only 
evidence of record which would claim the atien- 
tion of any court of justice—it was With couris the 
highest author.'y—it was the proof of record which 
was acknowledged, and belonged to all civilized 
nations. The question now, he said, was whether 
the House was willing to destroy this highe-t 
kind of evidence, and whether the power 
of that Sate should be acknowledged by 
the test evidence it could produce of its sove- 
reignty; that there members bearing this sea! 
could not be rejected, without rejecting the evidence 
and the seal. The seal, he said, bore upon its 
face no fraud, but gentlemen had suspicions that 
there was fiaud behind it, but were unwilling to 
extend their suspicions to the ballot box, where 
there was frand by ailiegal votes. He did not 
know which of the suspicions was founded in 
truth, whether in il egal vi tes, or in making the re- 
turns; aud it was a ques'ion which was to be de- 
cided by the Hovse as judges hereatier; and, in 
the mean time, the gentlemenwith certificates 
should have their seats. He said, to sapport hun 
in this position, he had bigher authority than 
the law of the Briii-h Parisamenot, which had 
been so frequently cited. He had the autho- 
rity of Blackstone, which goes so far as to 
say that if even a sheriff or returning officer 
should be bribed to return a person other than the 
one elected, that the person thus returned should be 
permitted to take and occupy his seat until the re- 
tarn should be proved illegal. This, too, was a 
part of the law of Parliament. Mr. A. after ar- 
guing on this principle for some time, hoped that 
this question would be settled, not by arbitrary 
will or power, but by adjudication. He congratu- 
lated the House on the selection it had made of 
Speaker; that he had been taken from neither of 
the great contending parties. He considered it a 
Providential interference that this election had ter- 
minated in the same way as if the five New Jersey 
gentlemen had been permitted to take their seats; 
it was an act of retribu'ion on the party that ex- 
cluded them. 

Mr. ADAMS had continued for some time with 
his remarks, and had been discussing the merits of 
the principal question, reviewing the course of the 
House in regard to the New Jersey election cases; 
when 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS rose to a point of 
order, which he reduced to writing, as follows: 

Because the question before the House is on an 
appeal from the decision of the Cnair, that “‘the 
motion to take the previous question is not in order 
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until the rules of the House are adopted, and when 
there are members present who desire to be sworn;” 
and the gentleman is discussing the merits of the 
New Jeisey election, and reviewing the procced- 
ings of the House on the New Jersey eleciioa. 

The SPEAKER gave it as his opinion that it 
was not competent for a member, while addressing 
the House on the question’ of the appeal, then be- 
fore it, to enter into the merits of the wain quesuon. 
Fie had allowed (ithe Spzaker said) the geatleman 
trom Massachusetts to indulge in a greater latitade 
of debate than was consistent with parliamentary 
aw,because,on the same question of order as Was now 
raised, the Hlouse yesterday permitied the gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Jounson,} by almosta 
unanimous vote, to take a very wide range in the 
course of his remarks. As to the poinio! order, 
however, was now raised by the genUleman irem 
Maryland, [Mr. F. ‘Tromas,] the Cuan must re- 
iterate his decision of yesterday, aud say that the 
geatleman from Massachusetts was not in order, 

Mr. FRANCIS ‘'1THOMAS then moved that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts be perm ted to go 
on with hisremarks, in order, and preceeded to give 
his reasons for the moluion. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. POPE, JA- 
MESON, and MERCER, and a repetition of his 
decision by the CHAIR, 

Mr. JAMESON stated the question as he under- 
stood it. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Jounson] yesterday took an appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Cairn, that he could entertaia the mo- 
tion for the previous question while the point of 
order raised by bim in relation to the swearing ia of 
the New Jersey members was before hin. This 
being the simple question before the Tlouse, he 
wonld object to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
travelling out of the iine of debate prescribed by 
the Speaker. The gentleman frem Massachusetts 
ought not te be permitted to speak on the mersof 
the main question, and spia out his argument on 
matters which they had heard repeated one thou- 
sand times. 

Mr. MERCER said he knew not whit righta 
member had to move that anotscr member should 
be permitted to proceed with his remarks, when he 
had not been pronounced by the Caain io be out 
of order. The motien of the gentleman trom Ma- 
ryland [Mr. Tuomas] was out of order, and was 
not sanct oned by any of the rwes of the House. 

The SPEAKER informed the geotieman from 
Virginia, (Mr Mercer,] tha he had p:onounced 
the member from Mas achnseits to be out ef order; 
but, at the same time, stated than he had peimited 
him to indulge in a wide ranze in the course of his 
remarts, because the House yesterday p rmiued 
the genteman from Maryland to take the same 
course. ‘The member from Maryland having now 
rais_d the point of crder with regerd to the curse 
ofthe remarks of the genteman from Massacha- 
setts, the Carr was obliged to pronounce the lat- 
ter out of order. 

After a few remarks fiom Mr. MERCER, 

The SPEAKER said he conceived the genitle- 
man from Maryland to have appealed fiom that 
decision of the Cxain which permitted the previous 
question to be ca:led in the present condition of 
of the House—that is, as stated in the point of 
order raised by the gentleman from Maryland, 
when there were members here from the Siate 
of New Jersey, wailing to be sworn. Now, 
the view which the Crair gave of that ques- 
ion yesterday, and which he still entertained, 
Was, that the very question which they were 
trying, was the question of the right of these 
gentlemen to be sworn, and to arrive at the decision 
of that question, they must proceed according to 
the rules of parliamentary law. One of these par- 
liamentary rues Was the previous question; and 
the Cuatr, by deciding that the previous question 
could be entertained, gave a decision which 
would facilitate that of ihe main question. 

Mr. BYNUM rose to ask the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Tuomas] to withdraw his question 
of order, and to permit the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis to proceed with bs remarks. He was 
ured, he said, of this continued game of “hide and 
seek."’ We have, said he, been go ng on fur weeks 
in a useless and interminable debate, and are no 





nearer to the end than when we staried. Ther; 

peared to be a d sposi'ion on the part of many oo 
bers to me.t this question; and he, for one ,_ 
will.ng an! ready to meetit. The argument h 
bad b en on'y cn one side; and he though; 
teme for s meth ng to be said on the otner 
¢ nleman from Massachusetts was proces tit 
aay prec sely as t egentleman from M: i 
permuted to do yest riay, by an almost une pimon 
vore of the Heus ; and he would ask, they. when 
was the propriety of call ng a gentleman ty pps, 
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Tais, he thought, was too much like tig, 
with the serious questions before the body. ]| a 
gentieman from Massachusetts wes permitied 
go on, by a vote of the House, wou!d it not be yp, 
just to the rest of the membcrs to refuse them vere 
wissicn to answer him. He hoped, therefore tha 
geuteman from Maryland would with'!raw his 
pout of order, aud that the gentleman from Mas. 
sachus‘tis, by the general consent of the Hig 
might be permitted togo on wih the u mvs: lay. 
tude; and that these who wished to an WCF big 
might be allowed tie sume privilege. If the ge. 
teman could not be answered, he would be qj. 
ling tovo'e with him; but the gentleman coy4 
be answered, and he, tor one was ready to answer 
him. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS otserved that the 
gentleman last up [Mrc. Bynum] had expresejg 
Wish to pariic/pate in this debate; and there were 
other gentlemen, a!-0, who wished to enzage in jt 
He was weil aware of this, and for tis reason, he 
had iaterpo ed his peist of order to arrest the wide 
range ‘he debate was taking, and to confine gentie- 
men to the sing!e question Lefure the House. I: was 
with the greatest re'uctance he had interposed to 
arrest the course the gentleman from Massachy. 
setts was taking, and he did it with greater relue- 
tance than he would se act towards any member { 
that House. Bat he did it because, if the deba'e 
was suffered to take this latitude, there wou'd be 
no knowing where it would end, and the great inie 
rests of the nation would be neglected. He voied 
yesterday for his colleague to proceed in order, and 
would vote to-day that the gentleman from Massa 
chuset's might be permitted to preceed in like man- 
ner. His object was, however, that every gentle 
man who took pari in the discussion should be 
resiricied to the limits prescrided by the Speaker; 
that is, confive himself to a discussion of the que 
tion immediately before the House. ‘The Crarr had 
prescribed what the limits were to wh'ch the de 
bate should be co: fined. The sole topic of d scus 
tion would be, whether, in the discretion cf the 
Cuair, the parliameata’y laws are bindiog on this 
body; and if so, was the previous questi-n withia 
the parliamentary law. Tois was a | mited ques- 
lion, and he hoped the debate would be contaed 
tol. 

Mr. BELL hoped the House would ge! troag- 
this difficulty without discussing points unneces 
sarily. Ifthe proposition of the gentteman from 
North Carol na should be acceded to, the debate 
could go on; if not, he should then insist 
upon this propesition. Even atfter the second 
by the Howse of the previous question, the sub- 
ject would be open to discussion, anl the 
gentleman from Massachusetts would have the 
priviiege of moviog an amendment of the props 
tion before them, and on that amendment he 
could discuss the merits of the qnestion with as 
much latitude as he pleased. Mr. Bext here et 
plained the cifference between the previous ques: 
tion, as known to the parliamentary law, and the 
previous question contained in the rules 0! e 
House of the last session, and quoted from the + 
volume of Hatsel’s Precedents to show the correc 
ness of his position. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS said to the gentle 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Brix] that the House 
was now about to decide upon the validity of ‘be 
decision given by the Cmarr, that the previous 
question gould be entertained by the House. ; 
Crain had decided that,by the parliamentary !aw,t: 
question could be entertained, and from that decisia 








— eS 
ere ay Pe vicague had appealed, because he alleged 
ym ie. a House could enteriain no question while 
ne, wey fapnat | bers fiom New Jeisey were wasting to be 
Uther, Bee ~ The genileman from Tennessee wou!d 
vt Weg ageng would make confusion worse con- 
a # olor if he succeeded in aeteee = the 
: aul ¥ reatest latitude should be allowed to the debat- 
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ow, because such latiiude must be allowed after 
ous Ec decision of the House that the previous ques- 
Where i jon shall be pat. He was for confining the House 


“ Orer i ythe sibgle proposition then before it, which was 
pe + appeal of his colleague. — When that ques'ion 
Lous, * decided, he would be willing to meet the gen- 
n, aud mao from Tennessee with his authorities. The 
Pleased} atieman from Massachuset's was entitied to the 
_ 0g - to disenss the subject of the appeal taken by 
saad is colleague; but he was not authorized to indulge 
liens , the Jatitude of debate which he had thought 
em ver paper to tates 
“st Mr. BELL said he understood all that had been 
"Ore, the id by the gentleman from Maryland, and agreed 
wpe ith him; and he was proceeding to showthat the 
1 Mas. Jay was not worth the candle, while tae propo- 
“= oo Fon of the member from North Carolina was the 


YB ost rational one; for the moment the question of 


‘enn : peal was decided, and the previous question se- 

‘tn ae onded, tie gentleman from Massachusetis could 
or per ave the greatest latitude of debate allowed him. 
| ane For his own part he had no objection to deci ting 

* Bite question of appeal at once, aud to affirm the 

that the cision of the Cuairk. Tle would also go for the 

ee ecision of the Cuairn that the question before the 
oa a House involved the very question as to the admis- 
imi a ion of the New Jersey memb: rs. 

z = ; After some remarks from Mr. MERCER on the 
| i ae intof order invulved, 
- gente. Mr. ADAMS, by general consent, resumed and 
., I wes ncladed his remarks, when 
rpased to Mr. RHETT addressed the House at some 
Lassache. ogtb, in reply to the remarks of Mr. Wise, 
we veles arging him with having acted inconsistently in 
ember vd gard to the New Jersey members, and in reply 
* hae the remarks of Mr. Apams; buat his remarks 
would be ere indistinctly heard by the reporter. He 
rreat inies ommenced by saying that, in his observations the 
Sie ened her day, he had expressed the Opinion that 
silie: tall hen we had then passed a resolution, refusing 
n Massa: ; the Now Jersey members we Ses 
like mane Mow’ of Representatives, and he had stated far- 
ry gentle fame’? that being a House, and having adjudicated 
hou be ee the case, it was contrary to parliamentary 
» Speaker page to take up the same case again for adjudica- 
the ques (mee No gentieman who had addressed the House 


nce, had controverted this position. ‘The case of 


Crate had 


ch the de» Age tiborne and Gholson, referred to by the 
ot aieal ntlemen from Massachusetts, had no ap- 
on of the Mecaonsat all to the = present case. In 
ag on this (Mt, CAC) Seats had been given to those 
en within eeenan at one session, and the next session this 


cision had been reversed, and certainly one Con- 
ess had the right to rever e the decision of a for- 
her session. What he cont-nded for was this: 
hen the House had once made a dec’sion, and 
lermined upon a question, it was not competent 
br any gentleman, according to pariiamentary 
W, lo bring up that proposition again: and that 
roposition had not been controverted. But the 
aeman from Massachuse'ts held that it was 
rary to morality, and contrary to what was 


nited ques: 


2 contined 


fe! {rouge 
5 unneces 
man fiom 
the debate 
hen insist 
he second 


ere ent, for him (Mr. B.) to hold to this opinion. 

have the . said Mr. R. according to this doctrine, if 
he props fis ouse has done wrong, in my view, in making 
ace te decision, I must not act according to parliamen- 
ion with as y usage, but must go direcily against it, for the 
iL here e uipese of accomp i-hing what I believe to be 


git. Is this the principle which gen'lemen 
‘re that I should act upon? He would not 
uestion the conduct of any gentleman on 
8 floor—he wou'd condemn no man here; 
nt while he did not do this, he would certainty ex- 
“se his own views as to what became himas a 
‘mber on this floor, disregarding the opinions or 
sophistry of any man. He had sai{ further, 
ten he addressed the House the other day, that as 
* people were looking to this hody to do some- 
ing Speedily, and as the great interests of the 


vious gues: 
ww, and the 
les of the 
rom the 2! 
the correct 


the gentle 
the House 
idity of ‘he 
ye previous 


e : 
cre intry required us to act, he was prepared to sup- 
nardecision ut that proposition which would bring this d-- 


it to a speedy termination. With a view of 
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getting at the business which was of such vital in- 
terest t» the country at large, he felt bound to sup- 
port that propositicn, whatever it might be, which 
would preclude debate. 

With regard to this New Jersey case, ke did not 
estimate it as some gentlemen seemed to do. He 
considered that the House, having the power to de- 
termine, did determine it; not disfranchising the 
people of New Jersey, but as he understood, even 
by the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. W sr] himself, it was to be made a matter of 
contested election, to be decided by the House here- 
after, in the proper and eonstitutional manner. 
Then it can be no disfranchisement. 

He bad never contended that the title, which 
gentlemen laid so much stress upon, should be vio- 
lated. On the contrary, he had contended that we 
were to be the judges of the title, and that that was 
the matier which we were bound to decide 
upon. The House consented to this course in the case 
of Messrs. Naylor and Ingersoll. ‘The titles which 
both these gentlemen held, were read, and he had 
voted for Mr. Nayu: rn. This was the course yro- 
posed inregari to the New Jersey members; and, 
in this case, he had held that you could not inva- 
lidate the title, but were bound to look in'o it. 
Well, sir, when you came to look into the papers 
cn the Clerk’s table, what was the state of things 
presented? Inthe first place, there was a certifi- 
cate of utle from the Governor of New Jersey; se- 
condly, an impugnment of that tit'e; and th rdly, 
a certificate that that impugnment was correct. 
The House tcok up this matter, and upon this 
evidence, decided that the five members, having 
the certificate of Governor, should not take their 
seats. Then the position which he maintained 
was, that the matter had been adjadicated upon by 
a competent bedy; and could gentlemen donbt the 
correctness of this posiion? Was this the House 
of Representatives, were we members of Congress, 
when we made this decision? If we were not 
members of Congress, as had been contended by 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisr,] then 
he greed that our determination of the question 
was null and void. But if this was a House of 
Representatives at the time it made the decision, it 
was perfectly competent for it to adjudicate the 
matter; and, having done so, that adjudication 
muvt be final until the question was brought up as 
a matter of contested election. The gentleman 
from Virginia, and other gentlemen, had charged 
him with inecnsistency; but when gentlemen make 
those charges, they should recollect that they who 
live in glass houses ought not to throw stones. 
When gentlemen made charges of inconsistency 
against others, they should be certain that their 
own course was consistent. It will be recollected 
that the gentleman from Virginia has declared over 
and over again, in debate on this flour, that the 
House has made no decision upon this question, 
and that there was no Hou'eto make a decision; 
yet that gentleman had introduced resolutions in 
that body which he declared was no House, calling 
it a House, and calling us the Representatives in 
the Congie:s of the United States. The gentle- 
man’s first resolution, introduced before the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts was called to the Chair, 
read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Representatives of the Congress 
of the United States new assembled, to relieve them- 
selves from the embarrassment and difficulties 
which at present obstruct the erganization of the 
House, will proceed, by the Acting Clerk, to call 
the names of gentlemen whose rights to seats are 
not disputed o1 contesied; and, after the names of 
such members are all called, and before they pro- 
ceed to elect a Sneaker or other officer, orto orga- 
bize in any manner, they shall, provided there be 
a quorum of such present, hear and decide upon all 
credentials, certificates, or commissions of persons 
claiming seatsin the House of Representatives under 
the Con.titation of the United States and the laws 
of the respective States. 

Here the gent!eman confesses that we were at 


that time the ‘Representatives of the Congress of || 


the United States;” and in the Jatter part of the 
resolution he speaks of the dispated members as 
“claiming seats in ihe House of Representatives;” 
and he grants that House the power, by his resolu- 
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tion, to “hear and decide” upon all credentials, 

teriica‘es, and ¢ mmissions, of persons claiming 

sea’'s. Here, then, the gentleman granted that the 

House could exercve judicial power at the time 

he submitted his resolaion, because he made it, or 

attempted to make it, the duty of the House, by 
his resolution, fo “hear and decide” upon the cre- 
dentials, certificates, or cemmi-sions, of the five 
members from New Jersey. This was the ground 
taken by the gentleman from Virginia in the first 
instance; and he (Mr. R.) with this resolution be- 
fore bim, and with other propes tions which had 
been made to the House before him, had submitted 

@ proposition to the House ata later period in the 

tullowing words: 

Resolved, That the House will proceed to call 
the names of gentlemen whose rights to seats are 
not disy uted or contested; and alter the names of 
such members are called, and before a Speaker is 
elected, they shall, provided there be a quorum of 
such present, then hear and adjudge upon the elec- 
tons, returns, and qualifications of all claimants 
to the seats contested on this floor. 

This resolution, as he had stated at the time of 
introducing it, was substantia ly the same as that 
presented by the gentleman from Virginia; sub- 
siautially the same as the one presented by a gen- 
tleman from Kentucky; and substantially the same 
asthe one presented at the last session of Cou- 
gress by the gentleman from Massachusetis; 
and he did expect that it would meet with 
the support of thore gentlemen. He had 
expected that every one of those gentie- 
men would rally upon this resolution, atid 
he never had expected that those gentlemen wouid 
stand up and oppose, much less had he expected 

|| that they would rise up here and deny, the doctrines 
set forhin their own resolutions, and deny that it 
was erherright, proper, constitutional, or partia- 
mentary for the House to make a cecision on the 
question at that time. 

Mr. WISE rose toexplain. By the resolation 
of the gentleman from Soath Carolina, which had 
just been read, the House was to decide on the 
“elections, returns, and qualificauons” of claimants, 
and he denied the power of the Llouse, at that 
stage, to go into the elections. 

Mr. RHETT. The ground the gentleman took 
in his argument was, that we had no right to adja- 
| dicate on this matter, but by his resolution he yield- 
ed the power to the House to hear and decide upon 
the commissions of all claimante. 

Mr. WISE rose again to explain. He con- 
tended now, as he had contended before, that the 
Clerk was the ministerial officer to compare the 
credentials which the gentlemen from New Jersey 
brought bere under the laws of New Jersey; and 
when we deposed the Clerk, we became ‘he minis- 
terial officers. We then became the ministerial 
officers to hear the credentials, and decide upon 
| them—that is, to decide whether they corresponded 
|| with the laws of New Jersey; and his position was 
that we could decide nothing else; therefore it 
| was, that he had used the terms credentials, certifi- 
'| ca’es and commissions. 

Mr. RHELT resumed. When this resolution 
of the gentleman from Virginia was presented, he 
(Mr. R ) was asked by a member of the House 
whether it covered ali the pagers on the Clerk's 
table, the certificates of the Governor,the certificates 
of the Secretary of State and all other papers on 
the subject; and when the gentleman from Virginia 
found that it did cover all tsese papers, he with- 
drew his resolation. Now, when he (Mr. R.) pro- 
posed his resolution, he made use of the terms 
“elections, returns, and qualifications,” because 
he thonglt they were the appropriate terms. Tis 
contended that the House had again and agaia 

| exercised judicial power. When the question im 
'| regard to the Pennsy}vania election came up, the 
|| Cierk, by the consent of the House, read the cre- 
| dentials on both sides. He did not adjudge 
| whether Mr. Incersott or Mr. Narior was enti- 
| tled to the seat, but "he House decided that Mr. 
| NayLor was entitied to his seat. The gentleman 
| from Virginia had said on yesterday that the gen- 
I tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Navior) could 
'| not be tarned out except by a vote of . two- 
1 thirds; but, sir, how did he get into his seat 
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so firmly, but by the adjudication of this 
House, asd that, too, at a time when the 
gentieman from Virginia had contended that the 
House could not adjudicate upon any matter, be- 
fore a Speaker was elected, befure the roil had 
been called over, and before the oath had been ad- 
ministered to the members of the House. Mr. R. 
then read two or three other resolutions, which had 
been submitted by the gentleman from Virginia at 
different stages of their proceedings before a 
Speaker was elected, in all of which that gentle- 
man had used the terms “ihe House,” or “the 
House of Representatives,” and upon ail of these 
resolutions the action of the adjudication of the 
House had been asked. Was it possible that gen- 
tlemen should bring forward proposition after pro- 
position, and ask us to decide upon them, if we 
were not a House, and had not the power 
to adjudicate ,upon any question? Was it 
possible that 
the absurdity of bringing forward proposi- 
tion after proposition, which they believed the 
House had no power to decide; for it will be re- 
collected that nearly all these propositions were 
brought forward by those gentlemen who held that 
this body had no judicial power to determine the 
matter presented to it. 

He had no desire to condemn the course of cer- 
tain gentlemen, with regard to their course on this 
question; but if he might be permitted te express an 
opinion, he would say, withoutjhesitation, that they 
had exhibited but very little parliamentary skill. 
The had this matter in theirown hands—they had 
aclear majority in the first instance in favor of the 
members from New Jersey, holding the Gover- 
nor’s certificates. Then how was it, that when 
they came to a vole, there was a tie upon the 
question? He would tell gentlemen how it hap- 
pened. When the members of this House first as- 
sembled here, they only looked to the abstract con- 
stiiutional principle; and by se doing, there was a 
majority in favor of the New Jersey members 
taking their seats upon the returnsof the Gover- 
nor; but when gentlemen threw so much cmbar- 
rassment in the way, and went on from one step to 
aaother without coming to any decision, the minds 
of many gentlemen here began to turn away from 
the abstraction, and look into the right-and equity 
of the matter. There was no doubt if gentlemen 
had marched up to the question at once, they 
would have hada majority ia their favor, but by 
sheer bad management and want of parliamentary 
skill, they had lost from ten to fi‘ieen votes. And 
even at the last moment, when victory was still 
within their grasp, the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Wie] and his friends were defeated by his 
unskilfulness in submitting the question, having 
offered an affirmative proposition, instead of a ne- 
gative, and losing it by a tie vote. 

Again: a proposition had been brought before 
the House by the gentleman from Virginia, ‘That 
the credentials of Messrs. Aycricc, Maxwe tu, 
Hausrep, Strattox, and Yorse, are suilicient io 
enlite them to seats now, leaving the question of 
contesied elections to be afterwards decided by the 
House.” Well, he (Mr. R.) had voted for this 
resolation, although it was rejected by the House; 
and when he voted for it, he intended to stand by 
it. But what was the course of gentlemen on the 
other side? Did they leave the question of con- 
tested elections to be afterwards decided by the 
House? No,sir. They did not. The gentleman 
from Viiginia made a question of membership, by 
asking the Speaker to swear in the New Jersey 
members. In doing this, he did ret pretend 
to say that the gentleman did any thing wrong; 
but when he had voted for a proposition 
to leave the question of contested elections to 
be afterwards decided by the House, he would ask 
if it was consistent in the gentleman to refuse to 
leave that question to be afterwards decided, and to 
make a question of membership, by asking the 
SPeakeR to swear in those persons. The gentle- 
man from Virginia had not stood by his own re- 
solution; and with what face could that gentleman 
Gharge him with inconsistency. Was he (Mr. R.) 
to be charged with inconsistency, because he stood 
by his resolution; and could not change as some 
others had changed? He trusted not. Mr. R. 
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held that the House had the power to adjudicate 
upon the question with regard to the New Jersey 
members; and having done it, it was not competent 
for the House to bring up the same proposition 
again. 

Mr. CHAPMAN obtained the flocr, and moved 
that the House take up the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution for the adcplion 
of rules was laid on the table. 

The CHAIR dec.ded that this 
now in order. 

Mr. CHAPMAN appealed from this decision, 
and moved the previous question on the appeal. 

Mr. JAMESON moved to Jay the appeal, and 
the questions connected with it, on the table; but 
was understood to withdraw bis motion. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired of the Cuiar, whether 
it was in his power to withdraw the resolution 
which the gentleman from Virginia, according toa 
previous understanding, moved for him, and what 
would be the effect of withdrawing it. He wished 
to know whether it would rot leave before the 
House the motion of the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Cuarman] to reconsider the vote laying on 
the table the resolution for adopting the rules. 

Mr. WISE thought the resolution having been 
received by the House, could not be withdrawn, 
without iis consent. 

A desultory discussion on the po‘nt cf order here 
ensued, in which Mesirs. CHAPMAN, BELL, 
TOURNEY, WISE, and others, took part; when, 

Mr. TURNEY asked permission of the House 
to withdraw his resolution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called Mr. 
Turney to order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE ob ervel that there was no 
question of order. The House was without rules, 
and therefore, no question of order could be raised. 
He now submitted to the Cuair this proposi- 
tion; whether a motion to adopt rules for 
tie government of the proceedings of the House, 
did not overrice ail questions of cider? 1 now, 
(said Mr. D.) propose that we adopt the rales of 
the last House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER said the question before the 
House was, whether the gentleman from Tennes- 
see should have leave to withdraw his resolution; 
and 

The qnestion was then taken on granting to Mr. 
Turney leave to withdraw his resolution, and it 
was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. CHAPMAN then rose and asked what was 
the question before the House? 

Mr. EVANS of Maine having risen at the same 
time, the Speaker said the gentleman from Maine 
was entitled to the floor, Mr. Evans then pro- 
ceeded toaldress the House at some leneth, contend- 
ing that there cou!d be no question before the House, 
until the gentleman claiming seats from New 
Jersey were sworn, and that the Spreaxer was 
wrong in receiving any motion whatever, except- 
ing this motion respecting the qualification of the 
New Jersey members. Mr. Evans haviag pro- 
ceeded at some length, 

Mr. CHAPMAN called him to order, and said 
that he had no right to address the House on the 
question of swearing the New Jersey members, 
when the only question that could be in order, was 
his motion for a reconsideration. 

Mr. EVANS, by the decision of the Crair in his 
favor, continued his remarks for some time, when 
he was again interrupted on the point of order. 

Mr. CHAPMAN appealed from the cecision of 
the Cuair, and reduced his point of order and ap- 
peal to writing, as follows: 

I call the gentleman from Maine to order for 
this—he is out of order in atiemp'ing to speak at all 
on the question, which is thi-: “The member from 
Alabama makes a motion to reconsider a vote 
which the Cuair decides out of order, from which 
the member from Alabama takes an appeal, and 
calls the previous question.” 

Mr. HUBBARD called for the previous ques- 
tion; and 

Af.er some remarks from Messrs. CHAPMAN 
and EVANS, 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked leave to withdraw his 
resolntion and appea'; which, on taking the ques- 
tion, Was agreed to. 


motion was not 


ees ee ee 

Messrs. EVANS and CHAPMAN then jy, 
rising at the same time, and claiming the floor ™ 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman j 
Maine rose in his seat, and the gentleman te. 
Alabama rose in the aisle; the gentleman 
Maine, therefure, was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EVANS then continued his remarks 
few moments, when 

Mr. RIVES rose to a point of order. He wish) 
to know what question was before the House, 

The SPEAKER replied that no question ot 
before the Honse. 

Mr. RIVES said he would then submit to the 
Cuain whether the gentleman from Maine coy); 
make a speech when there was no question befy), 
the House? ; 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Mains 
had the floor and might submit a resolution. 

Ms. EVANS said there was a question befor 
the House, and that was, Shall the New Jers, 
members be sworn? ; 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked the Cuair if this 
was the question before the House, and whetie 
the Speaker had put any such question. 

The SPEAKER said that, feeling some donby 
as to the propriety of swearing in those gentlewey, 
he had stated the difficulty to the House, and gjij 
that it would tea question for the House to ¢. 
cice; but he had propounded no question. 

Mr. TURNEY then wished to know how th 
gentleman from Maine could go on wth hy 
speech, when there was no question before the 
House. 

Mr. EVANS said that as he was about to sy). 
mit a resolution, he would do it now, and tha 
would go to the very quest.on he contended wa 
before the House. 

Mr. FE. then submitted his resolution, as follows, 
after which he continned his remarks at some 
length: 

Resolved, That the Speaker now proceed to swear 
in the members from New Jersey, who produce the 
legal certificate or commission according to the 
laws of New Jersey. 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS then rose and 
observed, that it was not his purpose at this tim 
to enter into a discussion of a subject already a- 
hausted. But he would submit to gentiemea 
whether the debate had not been protracied long 
enough, and whether it would not be better, by 
general consent, to take the vote on the propo: 
tion of the gentleman from Maine. Tiais sutyect, 
Mr. W. said, had been discussed over and over 
again; every gentleman who wished to speak oni, 
had bad an opportunity of doing so, and some hal 
spoken several times. He hoped, therefore, ‘hat, 
by general consent, the deba'e would now ceax, 
and the question be taken. Jt was h'gh time, 
his opinion, thatthey should organ‘ze the Hous, 
and proceed to the transaction of the public *u% 
ness. Mr. W. then move the previous quesia 
on Mr. Evans’s resolution. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON morvel to lay the pit 
vious question on the tab!e. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman fin 
Keatucky [Mr. Witttams] had called for the pre- 
vious question on the resotution of the gentema 
from Maine, and the gentleman from Tennesse 
{[Mr. C. Joun:on] had moved to lay the motioa for 
that question on the table. The Crain was 
opinion that these questions could not be filed ot 
each other, and therefore, the motion of the gen 
man from Kentucky was first in order. 


Mr. TURNEY then moved for a call of ‘th 
House, and the yeas and nays having been cau‘ 
tor, and ordered on that motion, the questicn ¥# 
taken by them, and decided in the aflirmative 
yeas 148, nays 55. a 

The call of the House was then proceeded wit 
after which, the number of absentees reported ¥¢ 
ordered to be sent for by a vote of the House. 

The absentees appearing, with the exception® 
those members whe were excused in consequt™ 
of indisposition, ; 

On motion of Mr. JAMESON, the further ff 
ceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. EVANS then modified his resolution, % © 
to read that the members present of the Twent) 
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se members. : 
—_ TURNEY renewed the call for the previous 
ceatine oh Mr. Evans's resolution, and the call 
having been seconded by the House, the main qaes- 
Koa was pu', “shall the resolation pass?” and it 
‘ . 
was decided in the negauve—yeas 112, nays 116, 
lows: 
nt Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
veeson, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Biack, Bond, Botts, 
— Brock way, Anson Brown, Calhoun, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Col- 


quilt, James Cooper, Mark) A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cran- 


& in, Crockett Curtis, Cushing, Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, De- 


Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Evaus, Everett, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hall, Win 8. Hastings, Henry, John Hill of Virginia, 
Ogden Hoffman, George Ww. Hopkins, Hiram P. Hunt, 
James, Charles Johuston, William Cost Johnson, King, ‘aw. 
rence, Linco!n, Marvin, ‘Mason, Mercer, Mitchel], Monroe, 
Morgan, Calvary Mortis, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne. Palen, 
Perk, Pope. Proffi, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, 
Ridgway. Russell, S:ltonstal!l, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, 


uman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy 
eel Tillinghast, Toland, Tripleu, Trumbull, Under- 
asad "peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, Joba 
W hite, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, CH. Williams, 8. Williams, and Wise—112. 

NAYS -Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
V Brown, Albert G. Brown. Burke, W. O. Butler, S H. Butler, 

svnum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davie, De Ja Montanya, Doan, Doig, Drom. 
goole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gerty, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, John Lill of N. C. Hillen, Holle- 
ian, Hol: Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Thomas B. Jackson, 
Jamesor, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morvis, 
Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsay, Reynoids, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, 
Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A‘bert Smith, John 
smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Srrone, 
Rumer. Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip 
F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, and 
Henry Willlams—116, — ' 

So the House refused to permit the gentlemen 
who were commissioned by the Governor of New 
Jersey to be sworn. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said he had prepared a resolu- 
tion, Which he was about to submit to the House, 
which embodied the wishes of a large majority of 
its members, as recently expressed to him by many 
ofthem. He remembered how anxious the gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Tuomas] was to have 
rules adopted, for the purpose of guiding the House 
in its proceedings, and th: Seraxer in his decisions. 
Several others of the gentlemen of the Adminis'ra- 
tion party we e equally anxious, and t-eir object 
was only to have them ad« ped, for the purpose of 
preserving the decorum of debate, and for relieving 
the new Speaker from the responsibility and embar- 
Tassment the wantof them occasioned. There was 
ou covert purpose concealed behind these avowed 
odjects. They had nothing in view but to establish 
asttofrules for the purposes they had mentioned, 
and he hed no doubt, therefore, but the res<clution 
he was about to offer, would meet their support. 

Mr. H. would observe, however, that there were 
many of these rules that were warring w th the 
wishes of a majority of the members; and if they 
were, ina body, once adopted, gentlemen wou'd 
see how impossible it would be to get any of them 
changed, because a change could only be effected 
bya vole of twe-thirds. He had therefore pro- 
posed a resolution to adopt the rni'es of the last 
House temporarily, untila report could be made on 
them by a commiitee, with the exception of 
the 11th ruie, which he proposedto strike out. Mr. 
H. then cffered the following resciu ion, and moved 
the previous qnestion on it. 

Resolved, That the standing rules and erders of 
the list House of Representatives, except the 11th 
rule, be adopted as the rules and order of proceed- 
lug of this House for the ensning ten days; that the 
Tules and orders be referred to a committee, with 
instructions to report such amendments of the said 
rules and orders as they may deem expedient. 

Tv y . . . 

Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired of the gentleman 
from New York what the Hlth rule was that he 
Proposed to have s‘ricken oui? 

Mr. HOFFMAN replied that it was the rnle 
Prescribing the viva voce manner of vcting ia elect- 
ing officers of the House. 

Mr. CRAIG asked if an amendment to the re:o- 
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lution would be in order after the previous question 
was moved? 

Tne SPEAKER said that, nnder the parliamen- 
tary law, by which only the House was now go- 
verne?, a motion for the previous question did not 
A motion to amend the re- 
solution wonld, therefore, be in order. 

Mr. CRAIG then moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out the words “with the exception of 
the 11th rule.” 

Mr. BELL offered an amendment to strike out 
the 40th and 41st rules ia relation to the previous 
question, which, as it now stood, was liable to great 
objections. Efe did not wish to do away wiih this 
principle altogether, but wished it referred to a 
committee to undergo certain mod fications. 

Mr. FILLMORE also offered an amendment, 
the effect of which the reporter did not undersiand; 
but it was subsequently withdrawn by Mr. F. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS said that he was one 
of the number of those who entertained the opinion 
that it was not necessary, at this time, togo intoa 
discussion of the propriety of modifying the rules 
under which they had acted for the last two 
sessions, with]regard to the manner of putiing 
the previous question. [Te would now content 
himself with saying that, afier experiencing 
much inconvenience from the want of them, 
the House found it necessary to adopt the rules 
which the gentlemen from Tennessee proposed to 
dispense with. Mr, T. thought that now was not 
the time to go into a ecnsideration of these rules, 
and thet the House would fiad it much more to iis 
ecnvenience to take them as they existed at the 
last session of Congress. To get ata decision of 
the question—to get the majority with him—he 
would move to lay on the table the resolution of 
the gentleman from New York, together with the 
amendinents that had been offered to it, for the 
purpose of submitting, as a substitute ‘or it, a reso- 
lution providing for the adoption of the rules as 
they stood at the last session. If the Cairn would 
look at the parliamentary law, he would find thata 
motien tojay on the table bad precedence of a mo- 
tion for the previc us question. 

Mr. BELL observed that if it should te so de- 
cided by the Cuair that the motion to lay on the 
table had the precedence, and that motion should 
prevail, he should then object to the gentleman 
from Maryland offering his substi'ute; because, 
by the parliamentary law, you cannot adopt the 
substance of the same proposition that was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. JAMESON observed that, according to the 
doctrine laid duwn by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, the resclut'ion of the gentleman from New 
York could not be adopted, for the substance of it 
had been laid on the table, and the gentleman and 
his party had pertinacious'y refused this morning 
to take it up. Nay, there was an appeal of the 
gentleman from Alabama from the decision of the 
Cyair, that the motion to reconsider the vote on 
laying this very resolution on the table could not 
be taken up. But all this (Mr. J. saii) was fo- 
reign to the subjeet. It was absurd to suppose 
that they could not adept rules fur their govern- 
ment because points of order might be interposed. 
He was of the opinion tiat they had the right to 
adopt iules for their government al any time, from 
the very necessity of the case. 

Mr. MERCER made a few cbeervations, giving 
his opiniens on the subject of order. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiina offered as a substitute 
to Mr. ITorrman’s resolution, a resolution provid- 
ing for the adoption of the rules of the last H: use 
of Representatives, until otherwise ordered by a 
majority of the House. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion of the gen- 
t'eman from Indiana was not in order, as the ques- 
tion was on the amerdment of the gentleman fiom 


| Virginia, [Mr. Crate. ] 


Mr. BELL here withdrew his motion for amend- 


| ment, and 


Mr. CRAIG called for the yeas and nays on the 

nestion. 

Mr. BEL™ then addressed the House at length 
in opposition to Mr Craia’s amendmest, appeal- 
ing to the gentlemen of the State Rights party to 
assist him in cestroying the viva voce privilege of 
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| voting, which he looked upon as a species of Ex- 
| eculive whip to be applied to the members on this 


floor. Ove of these gentlemen the other day stated 
that there had been (or several years past too much 
Executive ection felt ia this Governmnnt, and he 
would appeal to that gentleman, and those who 
thought with him, to seize this first opportunity of 
striking a blow a! Executive influence. He looked 
Upoa this vive voce principle as one of the most 
powerful engines of Executive influence, and it 
wis essentially important that it should be de- 
siroyed. Every man who had been in this House 
for the last ive or six years, must have seen the 
a'arming increase of Executive influence, and Ex- 
eculive patronage, and the alarming control] which 
par'y discipline and party dri:l had over the members 
of this House. Hecatled upoa gentlemen of the 
Siate Rights party to join him in destroying this 
dangerous agent of Executive influence. 

Mr. PETRIKIN observed that he, as one of the 
Democratic members of the House who had been 
alladed to by the gentleman from Tennessee as be- 
ing acted upon by Executive influence, felt himself 
calied vpon indignantly to repel the iasinuation. 
Though he did not pretend to contend with the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee in eloquence and argu- 
ment, he neither admitted him nor any other mem- 
ber to be his superior in firmness of purpose or 
devotion to the best interests of the country. He 
had Lstened to the gentleman while he was charg- 
ing the party with which he had acted with being 
operated on by Executive influence, with surprise 
and indignation, and as far as he himself was con- 
cerned, he proncunced the charge to be untrue in 
point of fact. Mr. P. said he boldly declared it to 
be his belief that the viva voce principle of voting 
was the true Republican principle, and that the 
man who feared openly to express to his constitu- 
ents all his votes, was not fitto be a Representa- 
tive in Congress; he should be thrust out of the 
hall. Mr. P. said that the first motion he evec 
made, when he first came here, fresh from his ne- 
tive State of Pennsylvania, was to establish this 
viva voce principle of voting. He was not listened 
to, and perhaps it was because he was not in the 
habit cf eceupying the time of the House 
in brawling speeches; but he had made the 
motion because the principle he soveht to 
estal lish prevai'ed in the Lezislature of Pennsyl- 
vania. The representatives «f the people there are 
too proud (Mr. P. said) t) skulk behicd the ballot 
boxes. No; they never fear to let their consti nts 
knew in what way they give their vites, What! 
(said Mr. P.) am I, and the party with which I act, 
under Executive intluence? Are we under any 
other influence than that of cur cons!tuents. Ne, 
sir; [ retort the charge, and ask if it is not dsap- 
po nied ambition—the mortification of a defeated 
party, which powerfully influeaces those who now 
seck to destroy the viva voce principle? I ask if it 
is not the coward fear of walking up te the chak, 
and openly proclaiming their votes to their consti- 
tuent:, that opera‘es on them? Ido not say (con 
tinved Mr. P.) that hey are operated on by such 
influences; but | do say, that it is as fair for vs to 
make such charges Against them, as for them to 
charge us with teing under Executive influence. 
Sir, (:aid Mr. P.) the charge made by the gent'e- 
man from Tennessee, is equivalent to a charge of 
perjury a'd frand—of treason to cur constitusnts— 
and | there‘ore ind'gnant y repel it. 

Mr. PICKENS observed that, as he had been 
particularly appealed to by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Pewt.] he desired to make a very 
few remarks on the topics to which he had al- 
luded. He [Mr. Bett] appealed to those gentie- 
men who announced the sentiment on this floor that 
there had been, heretofore, too much Exccative ac- 
tion in this Government, and besought them to 
aid him in destroying one of the most powerful en- 
gines of Executive influence; and asked where that 
rule containing the viva roce principle of voting had 
i's origin? Mr. P. took pride in answering the 
gentleman’s question. The first time he (Mr. P.) 
recollected that the rule was introduced, was in 
the session of 1834 and 1£35, when it was consi- 

dered by the mest iotelligent and patriotic men in 
the ccuntry, that there wes too much Execu ive ac- 
tion on the Government, It was whea tke gen, 


Law ee 





‘ 





tleman himself was in the Spraxen’s chair, that 


the party of the Execative, with which he acted, 
and of which he was the acknowledged head, had 
that tremendous majority here, which seemed des- 


tined then tosweep over all the dearest righ's of 


the country. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Beit} then acted in concert with that great party 
whose strong organization trampled, without re- 
morse, over a vanquished minority. He reeol- 
lected those times well, and felt the power of the 
organization which the gentleman from Tennessee 
was then suppesed to support. He ts the last man 
that ought to ask when this viva voce question was 
introduced. I voted at that time, said Mr. P. against 
this viva voce principle of voiiag, preferring the old 
fashioned Republican prisciple of voting by ballot, 
and when I am called upon to vote on this subject, I 
shall vote for that principle again—butl shail not 
do it for the reasons the gentleman has offered. 
Does he suppose that I am to be overawed by Ex- 
ecutive influence? Does he suppose that l am gc- 
verned by any other principle than the interests o! 
my constituents? Was there not an influence now 
much more to be dreaded than that of the Execu- 
tive on the members of this House? We have 
had, said he, a convention lately, erzganized under 
a combination of three powerful and dangerons in- 
fluences, one of which was that of the bank,’ inte- 
rests, that boded much more danger to the people 
of this country than any the gentleman had alluded 
to. Sir, that party organization, produced by such 
a convention, he looked upon as more terrible in 
its sway, at this juncture, than any other. Mr. P. 
said that he would always vote for the ballot sys- 
tem, because he believed it to be the most republi- 
can; but he thought it a direct insult to this Hlouse 
to suppose that there would be members here who 
would be mean enough to give their votes one way 
under one system of voting, and another way un- 
der another. He remembered the scenes of the 
last night of the session of °34-°35, when the three 
million appropriation was under consi ‘eration, 
and the conduct of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
then the head of the great Jackson party in 
this House, on that occasion, and he thought 
that the gentleman was the last man who 
ought ever to talk of Exccn'ive influence. He 
trembled when he thought what might arise from 
extraneous infinences brought to bear upon the in- 
dependence of this House. As far as the iren sway 
of Execative control is concerned, thank God! we 
have the prospect ofachange. We have prinei- 
ples avoured, embracing the great doctrines of the 
Constiiwiion. We havea prospect of reform and 
regeneration. It is folly and madness to attempt 
to reform this Government by men. You must 
have great measures. If you wish to strike at the 
accumulation of power in this Government, or in 
the Executive, strike at the fiseal action of the 
Government: reform that, and you reform men. 
The most we now have to dread is from those mo- 
neyed combinations througheut the country, con- 
nected with eonventions tor political purposes, 
calculated to bring down the independence of in- 
dividuals and of this House at their mercy, and 
to absorb all society in one consolidated interest 
for the benefit of the few, and at the expense cf the 
many. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he, too, had the honor 
of being a member of this House five years ago, 
when this proposition, that all elections of officers 
by the House should be made viva voce, was intre- 
duced; and he had the farther honor of partic:- 
pating in the debates on that subject. So important 
did he deem this rule, which his colleague { Mr. 
Horrman] proposed to exclude from the ende, that 
he would vote against the adoption of the entire 
code unless this viva voce provision were retained. 
Nor would he consent to adoptthe very liberal and 
*Magnanimous suggestion of his colleague, when he 
told us that we might now adopt al but the ele- 
venth rule, and then introduce the viva voce provi- 
sion as an independent proposition. He knew 
well what the consequence would be if this course 
were adopted. Days, weeks, and, peradventure, 
months, wou'd be wasted here ia the discussion of 
this proposition, and no decision would be made till 
after the electjons should have been had, which 
gave the rule a practical character, He meant the 
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election of Clerk, Printer, and all the other officers 
of the House. It was, indeed, a great favor on the 
part of his colleague, to give us the privilece of 
adopting a ru'e afier the mischief against which it 
was designed to provide was peryeirated. 

Sir, said Mr, V. are we wiser than cur fathers? 
Did they not Geem it important, with a view to our 
accountability, to provide by a sacred constitutional 
provision, that “the yeas and nays of the members 
of ci her House, on any question, should, at the 
desire of one-fi.th of tho.e present, be entered on 
the journal?” Uponev-ry question, then, that comes 
befure usin our legislative capacity, no matter how 
insignificant, one-fifth of this Flouse can hold up 
the other four-fifibs to the gaze of their const tu- 
ents. Was it, then, in accordance wit the spirit 
of the Constitution to skulk under the ballot, when 
we entered upon the great and responsible work of 
electing officers for this House, even to the office 
of Speaker? It had been said that the people of this 
country, our constituents, voted by ballot, and that 
they regarded this, not only as their privilege, but 
their right, and that the Commoners of Eng- 


land were now contending for this great 
principle. All this was very true; but did 
not gentlemen see, in reference to this ques- 


tion, a manifest difference between voting in an 
individual, and in a representative capacity. When 
the people undertook to exercise the great and in- 
valuable right of suffrage, they entered upon a work 
of their own; they were then doing their own busi- 
ness, and no one had a rightto inquire how they exe- 
cuted that business. But every vole we gave here, 
we gave ina representative capacity. We were the 
creatures of our creaters, an. who bat our con- 
slituents were our creators? We were agents, and 
who but the peop'e were our principals? Respons’- 
bility from the agent to the principal was dictated 
by every consideration of regard for integrity and 
justice; and he would enter his proiest against an 
innovation which lost sight of the great principle, 
that it was right and imporiant that our doings 
here should be open, daylight doings, such as our 
constituents could see, either for praise or condem- 
nation. He never could, under these views, con, 
sent to expunge the Ilth rule. 

Mr. WELLER dd not interd to detain the 
Hou-:e long with the few remarks he was about to 
make. He considered the question tote so sime 
ple, that tut little needed to be said to illustrate it; 
and therefore, what he was al out to say, would re- 
fer principally 'o his owne ure on this occasion. 
He intended, as long as he remained a Representa- 
tive of the people, toat they shculd see the manner 
in which he sustiined himself in bis repr. sentative 
capacity, for he was not afraid to let his constitu- 
ents be the jur'ges of his conduct here. Nay, he 
Was anxious that they shou'd know the manner in 
which he discharged his duty to them, as he wonld 
dis‘ain to act as ther agent, unless his conduct 
should meet with their tullest approbation. He 
who acts as an egent, (said Mr. W.) should be ac. 
countable to his principa'; and, therefore, the re- 
cords of this Toure should show how the agents of 
the people discharged the trosts confided to them. 
Hie stood here nei her under Executive influence, 
nor under the influence of banks. He thanked God 
he had no influences to operate on him but the in- 
finences of those who sent him here; and with 
them he would always be ready to make a 
prompt setiement cf their mutual accourts. 
Why should it be said that tho:e who prefer the 
viva voce system of voting were under Execative 
influence? He did not fear the Executive, or that 
he would attempt an improper influence over the 
members of this Honse. If there was sech a man 
on this floor, Jet him avow it. He did not believe 
that tis Executive or his predecessor was a tyrant 
or u-urper. He knew that it had been so charged 
in the celumns of a Corrupt press, but the people 
of the country hae pronoenced the charge to be 
ase and unfounted. Ele was under no such in- 
fla‘ nee hinse f—he stood here as a Representative 
of the people, fearing no influence whatever, and 
he was net to be deterred from the course his 
judgment approved, by violent poundings on the 
desks or a flourish of arms. There m'g'it be men 
hee who possessed more physical power than 
hmself, and, by pounding of desks and violent ges- 
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ticulation, might attract more netice; bat 4 
appliances wou'd never deter him from the a 
hs judgment approved. He repeated, that he = 
under no influence either of the Executiye ae 
the banks, aud therefore wished every yo. : 
gave to be openly proclaimed to the whole et 

Mr. BRIGGS said a few words in reply tg y,’ 
Vanberpoet, and referred to the cases ia the Con. 
stitution where the ballot system of Voting = 
prescribed, arguing, from thence, that that SVsten 
was more in accordance with Republican Principle 
and was sanctioned by the framers of the Cons, 
tulion, 

Mr. CRAIG said, he did not comprehend the a». 
plicabiluy of the remark of the geatleman from 
Teanessee, (Mr. Bett,J—the remark that ihe Ry. 
ecutive he d up a wh:p over this House. By why 
part of the Executive was it held up? Was jt jy 
the President, or some of hs SUDOrd inatesnihe 
heads of Departments, or by what other branch oy 
the Executive? For his own part, (said Mr, ¢) 
he was unconscious of any such influence as th» 
indicated by the figure of ‘the whip,” excep; thy 
which came from his constituents. To them, ap; 
to them alone, he acknowledged himself to te 
spon ible. The constituent body, and they alore 
had aright to inflct lashes upon the members oj 
this House. The members cf this House were thy 
mete agents of the people who had elected them, 
and sent them here as their Representatives, By 
consequence, it was the r ght of the people to know 
all their actings and doings in this hall. Hoy 
could the people approve or condemn, of our deeds 
were concealed from them? 

Mr. C. further said, there was but one class of 
the community in whcse political honesty he had 
much contidence—that was that great class made 
up of the agriculturists, mechanics, manulac'urers; 
in a word, that great cla's who lie at the founda. 
tion of society, and whose labors supply the fruits 
upon which we all live, and are made com{ortab’e, 
Every day’s experience and observation seemed 
bat to confirm him in the opinion that there was,no 
way of preserving our Repub ican institutions but 
by keeping the conduct of the members of this 
House fully open to the inspection of the people. 
They, in the mass, are honest—they are virtuous— 
they have no interest in e:ror, and they wil! not 
knowingly permit their liberties to be bartered 
away under Executive influence, or in any other 
way. What oth:rmotive can suggest the secret 
mode of vo'ing by ballot, instead of the opsn mode, 
‘‘yiva voce,’? but a wish to conceal our ac’s from 
our consituents? It is not the dread of respons: 
bility to the Executive, but of responsibili'y to the 
constituent body, that induces a preference of 
the secret mode. 

Let, said Mr. C. the idea generally obtain that 
the House of Representatives may conceal them 
selves from the view of their constituents, and, in 
his best judgment, the way will have been paved 
to the downfall of popular liberty. 

At the polls each individual voter stands as one 
of the independent elements of Governmen!—irte- 
sponsible to any person or authority whatsoever. 
The mode of voting in the primary elections may 
therefore be supporied by many strong arguments, 
but not one of these arguments is applicable to the 

tepresentative. He is an agent, and responsible to 

his employers. The voter at the polls 1s indepet: 
dent, and ought, it might be said, to have the 
means, if he wished to doso, of concealing ‘ot 
whom he had voted. 

Forme ly, the mode of electing officers in the 
Legislature of Virginia was by ballot; but recently, 
in achange of the constituti.n of that State, thal 
mode had been repudiatec. At this time, al! elee- 
tions, whether in the Legislature or among the pet- 
ple, are conducted on the viva voce mode. This 3 
the favorite mode of that State, and it cannes, 
seemed to him, occasion any surprise that her Re 
presentatives should be im favor of its acopton 
here. 

Aft: r some remarks from Mr. WISE, in oppo! 
tion to the amendment, 

Mr. BYNUM expressed his regret at herring 
gentiemen dcscant in the old way about Executive 
influence and Execotive patronage. He hoped had 
that the events of the Jast five or six years would 
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'e influence did the genteman from Tennessee 
ee He was the last man on earth who 
eht to talk on sacha subject. That gentieman 
ae if stood on this floor side by side with the do- 
a party, sustaining Executive influence aod 
Executive pow er, during the highest exciiements of 
These charges have been made time after 
for politcal effect, for the last five or six 
and never had there been a sing e charge ve- 
Sir (said Mr. B.) the idea that we should 
ce, through fear of Executive influ- 
The gentleman from Tenns- 
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jash more than another that a Representative should 


| fear, it was the lash of his constituents, as was 


the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Craig] Toat was the fear; and it was the 
far of his constinents, who were not here to 
waich his course, that made the viva voce princi 
ple objec'iouable to _those who Wished to mis- 
represent ibem. Ha would = confi tently ask 
every member present il he ever knew of apy Re- 
presemtalive WhO deserted the interests Oo! his con- 
sutuents in consequence of Executive iniiuence. 
What hed been the events of the Jast ten years, 
a d what were the changes in the principles of 
members that they had wituessed? Had these 
changes becn in favor of the Executive? On the 
contrary, bad not all of them been in Opposition to 
the Administration. When he fi:st came iato 
Coagress there Wes @ Majority o' thirty or fcriy in 
this House in faror of the Administration, bat 
the were influences more potent than that 
of the Executive at werk, by which that 
major ty, before the close of the session, w4s 
dwindled down to tweniy or thirty. When 
wearived herea few years hence, there was an 
Administration majority of twenty-five or thirty. 
What chanzes were therethe ia favorof the Ex- 
ecutive? None, sir. Exacily the reverse. Taose 
who changed, and there were many of them, went 
against the Executive. At the last elecuon of 
Speaker, that oflicer was elected by a majority of 
thirteen votes; but befcre the elese of thatsession 
the Administraticn party wasin the m.nority. Let 
me tell gentlemen, said Mr. B. a fact worthy of 
their notice. Go where you wiil, there is com- 
plaint—'oud complaint among the peopie,that their 
Representatives have musrepresenied their will. 
Now there was one strong reason why the viva 
voce principle of votirg should be retained; and 
that is, in this widely extendel country the 
constituents of some of the members, living ata 
great distance from them, (in some instanc’s two 
thousand) =miles,) would fiad it impossible 
otherwise to know how they had discharged the 
tusts confited to them. What is the genileman 
about to do? said Mr. B. Is he ai'empting todo 
that which will give the people an opp -riunity of 
knowing what their Representatives are doing? 
No, sir; he is for permitting them to voie on the 
secret ptincip'e, in order that they may conceal 
their voles from those whose agents they arc; and 
some of whom, living at a distance of two thou- 
sand miles, may never hear how their votes have 
been given. Mr. B. said he had heard the charges 
of Executive corruption and Ex<cutive patronage 
untilithad sickened and disgusted every honest 
man, ‘The peep'e understood the mater; and, 
hotwithstanding she gente nen who mace these 
chirges hed beea asked again and again 'o put 
Iheir finger On a single case of corruption, without 
beng able to do so, the stale charge wes still re- 
Jeated. Every facility bad been offered to genile- 
mei to bring the truth of their charzes to light, if 
ruth existed in them; and yet they were unable to 
Verily a single charge. He had some respect for 
the gentleman from Tenre-sea, and therefore be 
Would not apply to him the language which his 
Ualounded charges and insinuations deserved; but 
he would pat i: to that gentieman whether it was 
cons'sent with his bigh standing to repeat such 
charges as Executive corraption and Execative in- 
flaenc’, without having at least some fonndation 
forthen. The people (said Mr. B ) want informa. 
lion, not enly «f the doings of they own immed ae 
Repre-entatiyes, bat of this whole body. They era 
the great Conservatives of the nation, though not 
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the faise, treacherous C nservatives, who have de- 
scrted trom the Democratic par y. He could siy, 
and he was proud of say:nz, that nevir, in the 
course of his legislative experience, often as he had 
heard the charzes o! Executive intluence and Ex- 
ecutive corruption reiterated here and elsewhere, 
never had he seen or heard the slightest proof 
offered to verify the charge. What proef was there 
of it? Gentlemen had made these charges here, 
and had repeated them alier they had gone home, 
but the proof was still as far off as ever. The ar- 
gument of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wise,| with regard to the superior honesty of the 
people, applied with great force in favor of the 
viva voce principle of voting. The people are ad- 
mitied, (said Mr. B.) on all hands, to be more 
honest than theit Representatives, and, therefore, 
there is the stronger reason why they should have an 
opportunity of knowing the course they pursue. It 
was all important that the people should know the 
votes given by their agents. It was important that 
they should know not only their principles, but the 
manner they carried them out by their votes; be- 
cause in voting, the principles of inen are shown. 
In the State he represented, the people voted by 
balict, and it was right and proper tnat they should 
do so in primary assemblie:, because they 
there acted as principals; but in the case of a mere 
agent, as was a Representative, the principle was 
different; his voie should be given openly, in 
order that these whose agent he was might see 
that his duly was correctly performed. ‘There 
was ancther reason in favor of the viva 
voce method of voting; and that was, the peo- 
ple are much easier deceived than the Executive. 
He is here at the seat of Government, andcan see 
what the Representatives are doing; but the people 
at a distance can only know of the votes of their 
agents throngh the publ cations of the day. Gen- 
tlemen (Mr. B. said) had quoted English examples 
in faver of abolishing the viva voce method of 
voting. Now be was tired of hearing English ex- 
ampies quoted in ap Americana Cengress. Were 
ne members of the Congress of the United States a 
subjests? ‘To waom do we owe allegiance, but 
to the institutions of oure And why should 
we fear having ovr votes proclaimed to the world? 
Tne man who was capable of such fear, was a 
di-grace to the seat he occupied. If gentlemen 
would look round them, they wou'd see that nine- 
tenths of those who had charged their positions, 
had been deserters from the cause of the people, 
and had not changed their course in consequence of 
Executive influence, ‘This, said Mr. B. is my 
opmion, and L am therefore clearly in favor of 
ads pting such a system of voting as will give the 
peopie an opportunity of looking into the conduci 
of their Represeniatives. 

Mr. REYNOLDS having obtained the floor, 
said he felt a deep interest in thissunject. Ile had 
bestowed upon it much refi ction, and was clearly 
satisfied it was the proper and correct mode of 
voting to be observed by all Representatives and 
agents that were responsible. Each gentleman in 
this House, he sail, knows that he does not act for 
himself in his official and representative character, 
but he is here to do the will of those who sent him. 
He is respons. bie to his constituents, and to no 
other power on earth; and, as he is responsible, his 
official ac! to be open to the inspection of 
his constituents in all elections, 
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To prove, said Mr. R. that this system of voting 
was the proper and correct mode, he might refer 
gentiemen to all the new Siates, and many of those 
that had formed new constitutions. Experience 
and enlightened policy have convinced the people 
ot the correciut f this doeirine, and, therefure, 
ihe viva voce system has been incorporated int 
most of the constitutions that have been recently 
formed or amended. I: he was not mistaken, this 
principle was found in the constitations of Michi- 
gan, Arkansas, Tennessee, North Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, and other States in this Union. It was also 
made the raleia our sister Republic, the Govera- 
mentof Texas 

If, said Mr. R. there conld exist a doubt in the 
mind of any one on the policy of this measure, the 
experience and enlightened views of all these Go- 
vernments ought to dispel those doubts, and 
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convince every one of the correctnesss of 
the dectrine. If this system be not correct, 
ihe people at this day, when the science of seif- 
government is better known and more appreciated 
than at any former period, would soon abandon it, 
and recur to the old and secret manner of 
balloting. 

In the State of Illinois, this system had been 
adopted for many years past, and it was found on ex- 
perience to be not only just and right, but also ex- 
tremely popular. He believed no Representative 
of the people of Illinois would attempt a change of 
this rule in our General Assembly. It was due to 
the people they or we represent, to spread of the 
journals our votes in allelections. He hoped the 
intelligence and good sense of this House would 
not hesitate one moment in the adoption of this rule 
of voting, if other great and important subjects 
were not attached to it. ‘It is saddled with a very 
“deep water” subject of politics, Some gentlemen 
had stated that it would assist the Executive in- 
fluence in this House, which was already too 
great; others contend that bank influence is as great 
aud even greater than Executive power in the 
House. 

These subjects ought not to weigh on this pro- 
position, and prevent i's passage. If this system 
of voting be correct, the maxim of the ancients 
ought to apply, ‘* Let justice be done if the 
heavens should fall.” 

He coud notsee in what manner this system 
could aid either the Executive or the bank influ- 
ence. Neither inflaeace would operate on him, 
and he presumed other gentlemen were as inde- 
pendent as he was. =‘ It was only the inilaence of 
the people that he would regard and bow to; and 
it was the same with all other Representatives, he 
supposed. 

He disagreed with the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wiss,] and others, that the vira voce system 
was the best system for the people, and ballet for 
their Representatives. He thought the reverse 
was bes!; thatis, ballot for the people, and viva voce 
for their official agents. 

The people, he said, are respons'ble to no earthly 
power for their sovereign act of voting. The 
sovereign power is rightfully lodged with them, 
and they are, by the forms of our Republican Go- 
vernments, enabled to exercise that power withoat 
any responsibility, except to their own consciences 
and to the Supreme Being. This being the fact, 
the people have the undoubted right to vete in 
any manner that best pleased them. In the ballot 
system, the voter could exercise his free will and 
choice better than by vira voce, If he pleased, he 
nerd not let any one know his pelitical preferences 
or choice. It might happen thata voter was ina 
situation to incur the displeasure of some one, if 
he should vote viva voce, which by the bailot sys- 
tem he could avoid, and vote his real sentiments 
without any restraint whatever. 

Notwithstanding this view of the subject, many 
entertained a different opinion. In the State of 
Illinois the people, as well as their representatives, 
voted vira voce, and no inconvenience was expc- 
rienced by the public. No injury would ever be 
experienced by the people of Lilinois, if they re- 
mained as tree, equal, and independent, as they now 
were. 

The si‘uation, he said, of the Representative was 
quite different trom his elector. He was the crea- 
ture of the people. He was the offspring and 
miniature of his constituents. He was always 
presumed, in thecry and practice, to speak their 
voice and sentiment:; and if he did not, he wes 
considered guilty of a breach of politicai faith, and 
violated not only the form, but the substance, of oar 
representative system of Government. These 
statements being admitted by all to be self-evi- 
dently true, was it not also jast and proper to 
preserve the evidence and trath of the official acts 
of the Representative? 

It would be idle and nugatory to make the Re- 
presentat ve accountabl- to his constituents, if th re 
were no evidence or proof preserved of his official 
conduc!. The p-op'e have a r ght to have the best 
evitence of ‘he official acts of their agen s, and that 
wes the records and journals of their preeezdinge, 
The viva vose system of voting, he consi¢ercd, w 4 











nt 















is <p Pins SR 







. a 
[ee a, 


= 
ee 









































































eae 


~ NE, 





72 





but carrying ont the plan, common sense meaning 
of the Constitaiion. That instrument compels the 
vote of each member to be recorded on the journal 
of the Hows, when reques ed by one-fif h of the 
members present. ‘To's was considered one of the 
most wise provisions of the Constitution; and en 
prac ire and experence for more than half a cen- 
tury, it was highly approved by the pecp'e. Did 
not every one observe with what great anxiety the 
people looked to the journal for the voles of mem- 
bers on all important measures? ‘T'his, he thought, 
was a practical and common sens® proof of the pro- 
priety of the provision in the Constitution, 

The same princip'e and policy, he said, was 
contained in that instrament, when it prescribes 
tat the proceedings of Congress shall be open and 
public, with some few exceptions. It was a prin- 
ciple based on these political traths; that the peo- 
ple are sovereign, and their representatives respon- 
sible tothem; and to record the votes of members 
in elections by the House, was nothing more nor 
less than carrying out the above principle of a re- 
presentative form of Government. An election 
was often much more important than any other 
measure, and the people have a rght to know what 
vote their representative had given in one case as 
well as in the other. 

The Constitution, he said, also required a jour- 
nal of the proceedings of Congress to be kept and 
published. This journal was a_ record of the 
facts, read and corrected every morning. This 
provision in the Constitution was a strong argu- 
ment in favor of preserving the votes of members 
in elections, and publishing them to the world. 
As he before observed, he felt an interest in the 
adoption of this system of voting, aad he had ro 
particular object to answer in its passage except 
the common good of the country, and the preser- 
vation of a tundamental principle of our Govern- 
ment. 

He had the honor to present a similar reso'ution 
to the House on the day before Chri-t nas, 1834; 
and did then, as he now did, support it for the cor- 
rectness and just'ce of the princip'e itself. There was 
then strong insinuation made, that he introduced it 
for the advancement of the interests of the printers, 
Messrs. Blair and Rives, when the fact was, that 
he scarcely knew either of the gentlemen; and 
neither then, nor now, had either of them the least 
influence on him in that transaction. He acted 
from a conviction that the interests of his constitu- 
ents required it, and to carry out, in his opinion, 
their sentiments and wishes on that subject. 

The course of no gentleman present surprised 
him so much as that of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wise.] Judging from his actions and 
speeches in the House, he would be well pleased 
to let his constituents know all his official conduct. 
He does not seem to be willing to be silent on any 
important political occasion. He would have suy- 
posed he would be the first on the list of friends of 
the viva voce system. He was, however, mistaken, 
and was sorry for it. 

Mr. R. said the gentleman [Mr. Wise] was alsv, 
in his opinion, mistaken in supposing the people 
were the only honest folks in the world. He thought 
the great body of the people were honest, and he 
thought their Representatives in Congress were also 
honest. He did not pretend that the Congressmen 
here before him were like the angels from heaven; 
but he believed they were like other human beings, 
just and honest. If they were dishonest, the ordea! 
of elections would prove it, and they would be 
permitted to remain at home. He pretended not to 
say that every man who was defeated in anele-tion 
was dishonest. That might be one cause of de- 
feat. 

In 1834, the House were not doing much, and he 
thought a Christmas frolic was nothing am’s:; 
they had one, that lasted for several days. He 
pat the resolution in the hopper like a miller woul | 
his corn, but it was not ground out. A ‘though a 
majority was in its favor, yet it did not pass, as his 
recollection served him, on account of some of the 
rule of the Hlouse requiring two-thirds of the 
members to vote for it. He hoped this motion 
would not meet the some fate—to be lost; but that it 
would succeed, and this rele be made the standing 
order of the House forever. 
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Mr. PROFFIT commenced with a quotation 
from Shakspeare, which the reporter did not 
hear. He was surprised, he said, that on a 
question as to the manner of voting, that the 
three million appropriation should have been 
brought up by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Pickens] which he theught had very little to 
do with the question, He did not know how he 
should vote on this question; he was in favor of 
the vivavoce principle of voting, and so were the 
people of his State; but if he saw that it would be- 
nefit his party here in any way, he would assuredly 
give his vo'e for the ballot system. He had, bow- 
ever, no concealments to make. He was ready to 
say now, that whether the vote was taken viva voee 
or by ballot, he would neither vote for Mr. Garland 
or for Mr. Blair. He would not vote for Blair any 
how. His friend from South Carolina [Mr. Picvens} 
had referred to the Harrns>urg convention, and 
said that there was a combination of interes’s there, 
one of which was the banking interest. There 
was ene other interest to which the gentleman al- 
leded, without naming it, and he should be obliged to 
him if he would say what it was. If the gentleman 
meant the Abolition interest, and a dark ins nua- 
ion had been thrown out in other quarters that 
Generil Harrison was an Abolitionist, he would 
take this cecasion to say that it was a base slander. 
If the gen'leman meant that the Harrisburg con- 
vention was under Bank influence, he would 
further say that that conveation was compo-ed of 
as pure and upright men as ever trod the 
earth—as pure as any t» be found in that 
hail. But he would ask if there wee none 
of the members of the Administration — paity 
who were under bank influence. How ma- 
ny of the present leaders of the Adminis- 
tration party voted for the Bank of the United 
S,ates? He would name a few of them. Here 
Mr. P. gave a list of the gentlemen who, he said, 
voted for the late Bank of the United States, and said 
he could go on with the list and find more Bank of 
the United States men among the members of the 
Administration party than in the Opposition. 
Then, on the subject of State banks, have we not 
(said Mr. P.) the messages of °34, °35, and 736, 
recommending State banks as the best fiscal agents 
that the Government could employ. The speech 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, with his 
inuendoes about combinations of interests, re- 
minded him of the fag end of a Democratic 
stump speech, delivered to a dozen men in a 
barn. But the gentleman dd _ not understand 
his trade; he had left out the very best part of 
a stump speech, and that was “the silk stockings,” 
‘Nick Biddle,” “moneyed aristocracy,” and “the 
monster.” Why he could make, Mr. P. said, a 
better stump speech himself. The gen Jeman might 


well have zears of the Harrisburg Convention, for | 
he could say that that convention would sweep ail | 


before it. Like a fire in a westein prairie, it 
would advance and extend over the whole Union. 
Mr. P. then gave a list of the States, which he said 
the Harrisburg convention would bring over to 
General Harrison; and after speaking of the glories 


of Tippecanoe, the Thames, and the River Rais-n, 


said there was one combination that he was glad 


the Whig party had got rid of, and that was the | 


Calhoun combination—the Nullifiers. He was 
glad, he said, that his party had shaken them off, 
and that they had no men in their ranks who would 
desert their posts, because the victory would not 
enure to their party. Mr. P. after saying that 
there were a number of the rules, which, in his opi- 


nion, required an amendment, moved that the | 


House do now adjourn. 
Tae yeas and nays having been called, 


Mr. PROFFIT said that, as the yeas and nays | 


had been called, he wonld withdraw his motion. 
Mr, GRIFFIN then renewed 
adjournmen!; and tellers being called for, Messrs. 
J. Gartanp and Lewis were appointed; who, on 
taking the question, reported—ayes 103, noes 
79; so— 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Satvurpay, December 21, 1839. 
Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that, as soon as it 


the motion fer | 





















would be in order to do so, he would ask leave 


introduce a bill for the relief of A. G.s. Whe : o 
Mr. PRESTON gave notice that, at the pies P . 
day it would be in order to do so, he would a 4 ” 
leave to introduce a biil for the relief of Gere i = 
Croghan and General Woc!. — a th 
The Senate then adjourned. . gt 
— Ed 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES i : 
Saturnar, Dec. 2], 1839. 2 é 

Immediately of the reading of the journal t g 
Mr. JACKSON of New York rose and. sai: oO 

I observed, in looking over one of the newspaper, E 8 
this morning, that my name wes not repor [ee 
among the yeas and nays on the pass?ge of the te 4 
solution introduced by the gent'eiman from Maine 
requesting the Speaker to administer the oath ;, : 
the certificate clarmants from the State of New K 
Jersey. I was present, and voted in the negaiiy : 
I wish to know whether my name is so recorde; 
on the journal. ; c 
The CLERK stated that the gentleman’s nam» 
was recorded in the negative. . 
Mr. CAVE JOUNSON asked leave to submi: t 
the resolution moved by him the other day to an 


pcinta Committee to wait upon the Senate ané 
the President, wich a view of obtaining the Presi. 
dept’s message. 

Mr. MITCHELL ecbjected, and the resolutioy 
could not be received. 

VIVA VOCE VOTING. 

On yesterday Mr. HOFFMAN submitted the 
following resolution, which was the first business 
in order: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the last House of Representatives, except the Ili) 
rule, be adopted as the rules and order of proceed. 
ing of this House for the ensuing ten days; that the 
rules and orders be referred to a committee, with 
instruc'ions to report such amendments of the said 
rules and orders as they may deem expedient, 

Mi. CRAIG had moved to strike out of the 
above resolution the words “except lhe 11th rile,” 
that being the rule by which members were r- 
quired to vote for al! officers viva voce, and this \ai- 
ter motion was the question pending. 

Mr. HUNT referred to the question which 
had prevented the organization of the House for 
three weeks, and expressed the opinion that, not- 
withstanding the delay which that question had 
occasioned in proceeding to the discharge of the 
public business, the discussion upon it wonld have 
a good effect throughout the country. He urged 
upon the House the propriety of immedia'ely 
adopting rules for its government, but opposed the 
adoption of the rule in relation to viva roc 
voting. That system of voting, he said, had ils 
origin in another country. He contended that it 
was introduced into this House for the purpose of 
enabling the party in the majority to put upon gen- 
tlemen the party screws. It had been argued by 
some gentlemen on this floor that we shouid adopt 
this mode of voting to enable our constituents 
to judge upon all our votes. He agreed with geniir- 
men that they ought to vote publicly on all the great 
measures of legislation, but he denied that they 
aughtto doso ia the election of officers of this 
House, who were the mere servants of the House. 
It might be proper enough to vote publicly on ‘he 
election of a Speaker, because he occupied a higa 
and exalted station, bat he would ask what interest 
could the people take in the matter, as to Who 
should be the Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeepet, 
or Printer of the House. The people took no inte 
rest in this matter, and he could see no reason why 
the old and long established system of voting by 
batlot, should be departed from on the present cc 
casion. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST would suggest to gentle- 
men, as it was very desirable that the House shoud 
have rules for itsgovernment, and as the gen!!eman 
from New York had moved to adopt the whole 0 
the rules of the last Congress, except one—one bhut- 
dred and thirty-sight ont of one | undred and thitty- 
nine; and as there was no objection to these one 
hundred and thirty-eight rales,that the House should 
immediately adopt the motion of the gentiemat 
from New York, and then if it was necessary '0 
havesuch a rule as the Ilth, the viva voce rule, 





lal, 
Dd said 
*<Paperg 
Teported 
f the re. 
n M ine, 
Oath ty 
of New 
negative, 
recorde) 


h’s Dame 


» Submit 
Y tO ap 
nate and 
he Presje 


esolution 


‘itted the 
business 


Orders of 
the ]]ih 
proceed. 
; that the 
tee, with 
the said 
ent, 
ut of the 
th rule,” 
were re- 
i this lals 


n which 
louse for 
hat, not- 
tion kad 
ze of the 
mld have 
Le urged 
nediately 
posed the 
vira voce 
1, had its 
od that it 
irpose of 
pon gen- 
rgued by 
iid adopt 
StiTuE DIS 
th genilr- 
the great 
that they 
‘s of this 
. House. 
y on the 
d ahiga 
t interest 
to who 
or keeper, 
no inte 
son why 
‘oting by 
esent CC 


‘0 genile- 
se shou'd 
enileman 
whole of 
one hur- 
ad thirty: 
yese one 
se should 
nileman 
>ssary 10 
oce rule, 


al nag 3 


Fae es ie alo aan 


TE 


au 


en hy 


“A bide 


whee 


Ace 


a 


ae 


ny gentleman could move to adopt it, and then they 
- id have rules to govern them in their delibera 
pe: upon it, and would have the previous ques- 
a 1oo, to cut off debate, if it should become 
ation ‘This, in his view of the matter would be 
= — proper course to pursue, and he hoped 
gentlemen would make no objection to this mode 


of proceeding. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL wasas anxious as any 
entieman in the House, that the b dy should be 
organized at the earliest period possible. With re- 
gard to the delay in the organization, it was occa- 
cioned by the argument of a great constitutional 
question, and he was willing as one of the minority 
wo take his share of the responsibility of it; for al- 
though the question was decided contrary to his 
feelings and opinions, he believed the argument up- 
on the question would be productive of much good. 
With regard to the question before the House, he 
objected to viva voce voting, because it was an in- 
novation on the long established ‘practice of the 
House. It was also, in his opinion, contrary to 
the practice of the Constitution, although some 
gentlemen had held a different opinion here. It 
was well known that in the Constitution, the word 
ballot is used in regard to the election of a Chief 
Magistrate. When the election of a Chief Magis- 
trate devolves apon this House, the Constiiution 
says it shali be by ballot. Thus it will be seen that 
in the highest and most important election which 
this House can make the Constitution says, it 
shall be by ballot. This being the case, he 
could not see how gentlemen should hold the opi- 
nion that viva voce Voting was in consonance with 


the principles of the Constitation. He ad- 
mitted that it was proper that the votes of 
members of this House should be ree rd- 


ed on all public mea:ures, and the Constitu- 
tion provided for this by dvelaring that it should be 
in the power of one-fifth of the members present to 
callfor the yeas and nays, Thus fir the Consti- 
tution had made provision for public voting, but 
no farther. With regard to officers of the House, 
it was a mere incidental! matier. When we meet 
together here we mect as a body of the people, and 
have the right to make choice of such servants as 
we please, without being held responsible to the 
people in regard to this matter. The people care 
nothing about it, and would never make any in- 
qairy in relation to it. His constituents would ne- 
vercall upoa him to know who he voted for as 
Ci rk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, or Printer. 
There was not a man among his constituents who 
would catechise him thus; and if there should be 
one who would do do so, he would freely tell him 
who he voted for; whether his vote was given by 
ballot or viva voce. He held that viva voce voting 
in the House was objectionable, because it had the 
lendency to effect a party organization; and he 
contended that there should never be such an or- 
rariza'ion in the House. The officers of this 
House should never be the tools of a party. In 
addilion to this, it placed high minded and hono- 
rable men in a delicate si-uation, and subjeeted 
them to be held up in the public press as trai- 
tors to party. Besides, gentlemen received a great 
many courtesies from tke officers of the House, 
aid it might seem unkind to be voting publicly 
agalust those officers, alhough they might think 
olhers more worthy or more capable. 


_ Mr. BELL addressed the House at some length 
in reply to gentlemen who had spoken on this sub- 
ject )esterday, and in vindic :tion of his own con- 
duct on several occasions. He contended that the 
Secret ballot in the House was necessary to protect 
gentlemen on this floor from the influence of the 
Executive, and prevent them from being made the 
subservient tools of Executive will ard power. 
But it was still more necessary tu protect them 
from the great central bheacs nan at Washington, 
Whose ire was even more to be Creaded ihau that 
of he Executive himself. He hed kaown men on 
this foor who had ihe phys‘cal courage to march 
tpto the cannon’s mouth, yet they had not the 
C Urage tu brave the deaunciations of the party 
Press; they never ccu'd be brought up to that stick- 
1ag point. These men, too, he h-l!, were some of 
the best men in the coun'ry, and he contended that 
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it was necessary to adopt the ballct as a protection 
to such men as the-e. 

wr CUSHING rose to make a few remarks 
with regard to the adoption or rather the contunua.- 
tion of ine rule under discussion; and he dui so be- 
cause, upon referring to the course of gentlemen 
on this question, he found that those who opp sed 
the adoption of the rule in relation to viva roce vot- 
ing were his political associates, and those who 
supported it were the friends of the present Admi- 
nistration and his political opponents, and on this 
question he differed with his political friends This 
question was partly a question of prine:ple, and 
partly a question of party expediency. If it 


was merely a question of party expediency, 
he shoult doubt with regard to the course 
to be pursued; he would vote with his 


party associates; but he regarded it as a ques- 
tion of principle, and as a question of princi- 
ple it must override party expediency. In the first 
place, with regard to the question of principle, he 
conceived the members of the Congress of the 
United States to be public agents, and as public 
agents, boundto let their acts be known to their 
principals. We are the agents of the people. 
members of the Senate of the United Srates are 
the agents of the States. Tne members of the 
House of R>presentatives are the agents of the 
people of the States. That he held to be the fun- 
damental principle of our Government re- 
cognised by the Constitution. Sir, what are 
Representatives? They are men who repre- 
sent others—men who speak on behali of 
those whom they reprerent. We are here to 
repre-ent cour constituency. Well, who are 
the constituency?) Those who appoint and 
constitute. Our constituency are the peop'e who 
appoint and cens‘itute us their ageuts and repre- 
sentatives in this House and our votes here are 
not our own votes, but they are simply the votes 
of those who sent us here. But his colleague had 
asked if our constituents had not seat us here free 
agents. Undoubtedly thev did, but they sent us 
from a previous conviction ef the harmony ef our 
senuments with their sentiments; and, in cur 
votes here, we must represent their sentiments, 
Otherwise we are not their representaives. He 
repeated that we were the representatives of our 
constituents merely, speaking their voice; and that 
voice should be a puble voice, not a secret, not a 
clandestine voice, as it were, but a public voice, in 
the face of the world. and in the face of heaven. 
Such was the general priaciple; but he held it to be 
the constitutional principle also. The Constitution 
of the United Siates, in the fifth section of the firs! 
article, provides that “the yeas and nays of the 


The 


members of either Tfouse, on any question, 
shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those pre- 
sent, be entered on the journal.’ This wa: 


the general principle of the Constituion = ap- 
plibable to all cases presciibed by the Constitu- 
tion, excepting one single case, which is in the 
election of a President of the United States, which, 
in another clause, the Constitution says sha'l be 
by baliot. That insertion of an express exception, 
Was an implication of an exclusion in all other 
cases. The Constitu'ion makes a single excep- 
tion as to the vote by ballot, in the case of a Pre- 
sident of the United States; and this he he!d to be 
an exclusion of that mcde ia regard to all cther 
votes. Perhaps he would be told by some gent!e- 
men that there was no express provision in the 
Constitu'ion as to the mode in which the officers 
of this House were to be elected. Bat, sir, is not the 
choice of officers of this House a vote? Do we not 
vote for a Clerk? Certainly we do; and as a general 
principle in the Censtitution, that vote should be a 
public vote. In fact it had been a public vote on 
more occasions than one in this House. It had 
been assumed by the gentleman from New York, 
and by his colleague, that the introduction of the 
viva voce voting into this Hlouse was an innovation 
on existing usages, which was to be apprehended. 
He, however, did not fear innovations. He had 
heard it said that monarchs dreaded change; the 
people never did. He believed in change, 
in innovation, in reform, in improvement. This 
was the spirit of a Democracy, the spirit of 
a Republic, and it was not to be dreaded, 








We must change, we must improve, we must 
innovate, and he was not to be frightened 
with this ery of moovation. Time is chang. 
ing, men are changing, the world is changing, 
and we must change with the changes of the times; 
we must advance with the changes of the age, or 
the tide of public improvement will leave us be- 


hind high and dry, and instead of innovating to do 
right, we will be 


innovating to de wrong, 
by refusing to keep up with these improve- 
ments. Then whether this was an innovation or 


not, he was not to be alarmed by it; but he denied 


that it was so much of an innovation as 
some gentiemen apprehended; for he could 
show gentlemen case alier case in which 
a Clerk had been appointed by resolution 


on which the yeas and nays might have been call- 
ed. There were a muluinde of cases where offi- 
cers of this House had been appointed by resolu- 
tion, and it would be competent, at any time, to 
movea resolution to appoint a certain officer, if 
there was no rale to the contrary, and one-filth of 
the members might call the yeas and nays upon it, 
which would make it as much of a public vote as 
by any other means. But even if this mode of 
voling viva voce Was an innovation, he wes pre- 
pared to justify that innovauon., What is the ob- 
jection ton?) We are told by gentiemen that the 
vole by ballot is necessary to secure mem- 
bers against external influences, and from Ex- 
eculive miluence. Butit would seem, from the 
remarks of gentlemen, that ths external influence 
was not merely Executive influence; for his co!- 
league, and the gentleman from Tennessee, had 
very justly told the House that Executive influence 
was in many cases exerted through party organiza- 
lion, which organization constituted one of the 
greatest tyrannies under which men in this country 
labored. Dut in regard to all these objections, if it 
was necessary that we should have a ballot in or- 
der that men might give a secret vote for officers of 
this Hfouse to free them from Executive oppression, 
he put it to gentlemen to say if the same argument 
would not be good to exclude from the Constitution 
the right of having votes taken on all measures by 
yeas and nays. Lf it was important that we should 
have a secret vote for a Clerk or any other officer, 
to protect men, Was it notlen times more impor- 
tant to protect them in regard to public measures? 
Ife contended, therefore, that the principle of De- 
mocracy, and the princip'e of the Constitution ot 
the United States, was public voting —voting in the 
fece of the Ilouse, in the face of the world, in 
the face of our constituents, who are to judge of our 
voles, and see whether they are in conformity with 
the declarations which we madeai the polls. — All 
our votes here, not only in regard to mea- 
sures, but in regard to men, ought to be pub- 
lic and open, that every wan might 
see and judce of them. Batithad been said by 
his ecleague that this e'ection cf «fficers was a 
mere incilenial maiter; thatthe people cared nothing 
about the matter as to who the servants ef this 
House were to be; and his colleague had said that 
bis constitnents would never make any inquiries 
of him in regard to this matter. He agreed with 
his col'eague, that his constituents might perhaps 
never inquire of him whom he voted for as officers 
of the House; but, with regard to this being an unim- 
poriant question, he would ask his colleague if there 
were not hundreds and thousands of questions qui'e 
as unimportant, on which one-fifth of the members of 
the House called for the yeas and nays, and their 
names were recorded upon those qucstions and per- 
pe'ua'ed upon yourjourna's. The gentleman from N, 
York [Mr. Hust] says that the officers of this House 
are mere servants, and it was, therefore, of little 
moment how they were electe'; but, sir, the Con- 
stitution asseciates these officers of the Houre in 
terms of expression, which, perhaps, were not pre- 
sent tothe gentleman’s mind when he spoke of 
them. The Constitution says “the House of Re- 
presen alives shal! chocse a Speaker and other 
cficers.” Mr. C. asked the House, which had 
teen struggling for thrce weeks to effect an or- 
ganization—hbe asked the country which had beea 
looking to us with anxious e;e:, if the choice of a 
Speaker was not an important question? Yetthe 
Speaker is one of asoyy other officers in regard to 
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the manner of whore election the Constitution 
mikes no express provision. He held that the 
e ection of Clerk, Sergeant-a'-Arms, aud other offi- 
cers, being associated in the same clause in the 
Constitution with the Speaker was no trivial 
question, but was a question of the first magni- 
tude—one of the highest personal questions which 
come tefore the House, except when the House 
was exercising judicial power in impeachments. 

The gentieman from New York who had intro- 
duced this question, had referred to the practice in 
o'her nations, and to the fact that the introduction 
of the system of voting by ballot in Great Britain 
had been hailed by the friends of popular rights; 
and the inference he presumed to be drawn from 
this was, that as that system had been hailed by 
the friends of popular rights in England, it must 
have a tendency to advance popular rights in this 
country. In regard to this, however, he would 
take issue with the gentleman. He denied that 
the ballot in this country had a tendency to ad- 
vance popular rights. We were too apt in this 


country to luok to England for precedeats. We 
are too prone to inquire what is the prac- 
tice in the mother country, forgetting that 


that country isa monarchy, and ber Parliament 
frequently overruled by an aristecracy. When 
he went to that country for precedents, he 
must be sure of the ground on which he stood in 
regard to those precedents. He would beg leave 
to call the attention of gentlemen to the ballot sys- 
tem of England, which had been hailed by the 
fr.ends of popular rights. That system was the 
ballot system at the polls. No one proposed that 
the members of tue House of Commons should 
vote secretly. The members of that body vote 
publicly as we do. But the ballot system which has 
advanced popular rights in England, is the ballot 
system at the polls. The populationof England is 
made up, principally, of two classes, namely, of 
tradespeople, and tenants who reside on the lands 
of the aristocracy, and the system of ballot was 
introduced to protect them; to protect a tradesman 
from losing the custom of persons whom he might 
offend in voting publicly, and to protect the tenant 
from having a written ejecitment served on him the 
morning afteran election, if he voted against the 
wishes of his aristocratic landlord. 

Bat there is another country, the customs of 
which show us that one mode of voting may be 
most condusive to public liberty in a monarchy, 
while another mode may be most conducive to 
public liberty in a Republic or a Dimocratic Go- 
vernment ‘That country was France. In France, 
not only the votes at the popular elections are 
given by ballot; but the votes in the Chamber of 
Deputies are by ballot, and not recorded by yeas 
and nays, as they are in this Honse. Well, sir, 
what is the reason of this difference in practice be- 
tween this country and France? It must be fami- 
liar to every gentleman. Whilst, by the Constitution 
of the United States, all Executive officers are ex- 
cluded from this House, it is known that in the 
House of Commons in Eng!and, and the Chamber 
of Deputies in France, Execu'ive officers are ad- 
mitted, and hold seats there—officers of the army, of 
the navy, and ministers of State, occupy seats there. 
These men, therefore, who are liable to be dis- 
graced, and have their offices taken from them by 
the mere word cf the king, need tne ballot system 
as a pro'ection; and in such a body thus orgenized, 
the ballot may !e most conducive to popular 
liberty. Bat did such a state of things exist in this 
country? No member of this House cou'd be cde- 
prived of his commission, or of any of his privi- 
leges, at the mere will of the Executive. He was 
not responsible to the Executive, but to his consti- 
tuents. This was the difference between a republic 
and a monarchy. 

He woul! repeat, that if this question was a mere 
question of party expediency, he might desire to 
vore w.th his political friends. In fact, such were 
the influences of party, that he might perhaps be 
induced to go for this motion to restore the ballot 
sysiem if he could mate sue that any thing was 
to b+ gained by i; and he m ght come aferwaids 
into the Hoase, and say that he had voted ¢ gaiast his 
envictions of what he believed to be the true 
princip.es, but was indaced to give them up in the 
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expectation of oblaining a great public good. But 
he would now say that he did not sce what good 
was to be accomplished by it. Last year, when 
he did sacrifice his convictions at the instance of 
his party fiinds—when he did vote upon this ques- 
tion as amatier of expediency, he found that the 
viva voce vote was carried by a large majority, 
and he could not anticipate that there wonld 
be any change at the present time. But 
suppose there is a change, what object is to 
be gained by this change? Although it was not 
distinctly stated, he supposed it might be inferred 
that there were some gentlemen who wished to vote 
with one party secretly, while they acted with ano- 
ther party publicly. Is that the object which gen- 
tlemen desire to effect? Is it their object, that 
while some gentlemen appear to the world to be- 
long to one party, they are in fact secretly voting 
wijh another party. If that was the object, he 
could not yield to such considerations. It 
seemed to him that gentlemen misstated the opera- 
tion of this thing. It may be viewed in respect to 
persons attached to the Administration, or it may be 
to persons eleeted by the Opposition. Now, sir, 
to whom is the individual attached to the Admi- 
nistration to look, if he departs from the Adminis- 
tration? He is to look to his constituents. Indi- 
viduals about leaving the Administration, which 
has the power of conferring upon them honors and 
distinctions, must look to their constituents, and 
endeavor to relain their confilence and favor. 
Then the matter was between the representative 
and his constituents, and his vote should be a pub- 
lic vote. The constituents should be able to see 
the votes of their Repiesentatives and compare 
them with their professions before they come 


here. He held, therefore, that the system 
of viva voce voting in ths House was most 
congenial with our institutions, and with the 


Constitution of the country. He remembered 
a remark ofa Senator in olden times, which was 
applicable to this case. The person alluded to 
had erected a magnificent dweling house in a very 
public situation, and this was denominated by 
sone of his acquaintances en ostentatious act. Not 
so, replied he; | only placed my house under the 
eye of my constituents, so that they might see 
me in my daily walks, and judge of my whvle 
life. That was a true answer. Weare the Repre- 
sentatives of the people, and should give cur votes 
in the face of the pecp'e. The pe -p.e have a right 
to te sat sfied with regard to all the votes of their 
Representatives. This was his doctrine, and in 
addition to this, he deprecate', as a party man, and 
as a Whig, the association of tieir party with an 
unpopular side of the question. Then, asa ques- 
tion of party expediency, he contended that the 
Whigs ought to go fur the viva voce system, be- 
cause that wes the popular principle. 

Mr. FILLMORE said ne had not supposed that 
a constitutional lawyer would have coniende | that 
the viva voce mode of voting was the constitutional 
mode. He thought, if any inferences conld be 
drawn from the Constitution, they were decidedly 
in favor of the ballot. It was well known that the 
liberal party in England had long contended for the 
vote by ballot; and why? Because the influence 
exercised by the aristocracy and the rich land- 
holders renders voting there a mere form, a mock- 
ery. And though these influences were not felt 
here, there was an unseen influence pervading this 
hali—the influence of party drill and party orga- 
nization—that Moloch upon whose aliar we 
are offering our first born daily, and whose 
grasp was qni'e as strong and as merciless 
as the despotism ef the eld world. If in Eng- 
land men were deterred from voting in ac- 
cordance with their sentiments, by the fear of their 
landlords, he weuid ask if, in this House, the e 
were not men who were deterred from voting a3 
their consciences dictated, by the fear of the denun- 
ciations of the party press?) The writ of ejre’ment 
would be issued as promptly in one case ot disobe- 
dience, asin the other, If the ballot was neces-ary 
in England and France to protect the voter from 
the vengeance of the aristocracy or the sovere’gn, it 
was just as necessary here: we had only to put the 
President in piace of the Crown, and the necessity 
was the same, He thought the ballot was a good 
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system; and it was the old and long-tried ¢ 
having beea the only one in practice until 
the last year. 

Mr. ALFORD then addressed the House Wih 
view, as he said, to get them to stop talkin : 
proceed to business. His impulses were aad 


Lasi Saturday afternoon he had cecdekeen cal, 


Ystem, 
Within 


to put a stop to discussion, and the appeal mane 
lowed by the election ofa Speaker. It was & 


turday evening again, and he would now appe 
to them to proceed to complete the organization r 


. ) 
the House. _ For his own part, he had been a 
taught to believe that the viva voce mcde of Voting 


was the most Republican in principle, and he Was 
sorry to see his friends opposing it. He thong}, 
that the arguments they used against 1 Were 
more those of policy than principle, and ,,. 
the onlyy looked on one side of the quesiiun, Per. 
haps one or two individuals; who had not the 
courage to avow their sentiments openly, migh) 
under the shelter of the ballot box, go against y,, 
Administration candidates; but might not ten era 
dozen professing Whigs, under the same Shelter, 
go over to the enemy, while they would take pou 
care the Executive should be informed how they 
voted? For his own part, he thought that th 
Executive possessed as many charms as terry; 
and preferred the open manly mode of voting pip, 
voce. Mr. A. concluded by moving the prey ivys 
qnestion. 

Mr. STANLY rose amid !oud cries of “crie 

. ' 
order.” He said he was not tobe put down iy 
this manner, and he would speak, notwithstandiy 
their cries of order. Ho then went on to gay 
that bargains were making in this Hall fir the 
division of the spoils: that one of the candicates {iy 
the votes ef the Administration party as printer had 
offered the other ten or fifieen thousand dollars 1 
withdraw his pretensiens. He then adverted io 
Mr. Pickens’s allusion last eyening to the Harris. 
burg nomination, and began reading an extract 
from the ‘*Emancipator,” in elucidation ef his re 
marks, when he was called to order by Mr. Coc rea 
of Georgia, who objected to reading any extracis 
from that paper. Mr. Stanty then said he woul! 
have the passage inserted in his speech when it 
was printed. He said that the Harrisburg rom: 
nation, inthe beautiful language of his friend (Mr. 
Prorrit] from Indiana, would be like wildfire in 
the prariries—it would advance and extend uni) ii 
embraced the great portion of the Union in its 
influence. He closed, by saying to the friends of 
the Administration: “Mourn, sinners, mourn; your 
time is at hand, and if you do not retrench and re- 
form, an abused and insulted people will soon 
call you to account. 

The previous question on Mr. Craia’s amet: 
ment being seconded, the main question was of 
dered, and the yeas and mays having been called 
for, the vote was—yeas 142, nays 87. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anilerar, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwe! 
Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Browa, 
Burke, Sampsen H. Butler, William O. Bater, Bynum, 
William B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
ford, Coles, Conner, Mark A Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Dans, 
Dawson, Deberry, De la Montanya, Dhllett, Doan, Dox, 
Dromgvole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, 
Goggin, Graham, Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, Han, 
John Hastings, Hawking, John Hill of Virginia, Hiller, 
Holieman, Holmes. Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jacko" 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leen, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCietlan, McCulloch, McKay, Me'ory 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Mores, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Payuter, Pet 
kin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, Rariden, Rayner, Key: 
nolds, Rhett, Rivea, Robinson, Rogers, Samuels. Shaw, Alber 
Smith, John Sinith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Sceenie’, 
Strong, Sumier, Swearingen, Sweeny, Stuart, Taliaterr, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Wacky Thom: 
son, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanperpee 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Javed W. Willams, 
Henry Williams, and Sherrod Williams—142 

NAYS—Mbsers. Adams, John W. Allen, Simeon TT. A0 
derson, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, At 
son Brown, Calkoua, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden. Clark, James 
Coeper, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, Gait 
Davis, Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice (et 
land, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Gia"s 
Green, Grinnell, Hall, William S$. Hastings, Henry. John 
Hill of North Carolina, Hoffman, Hook, Hunt, James, Charles 
Johrston, William Cost Johnson, King, Lawrence, Lincoln, 
Marvin Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary 
Mo ris, Naylor, Ogle, Osbori.e, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Rance 
Randviph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Berges’, 
Shepard, Simonton, Glade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Fer" 
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ast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, 


Tillingh White, John White, Thomas W. Wil- 
Warren, Eslw williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Hain na, and Wise—87- ; . 

wun taen recurring on Mr. Horrman’s 


Tue ques 
nue amended, it was carried without a 


resolution, as 


at BYNUM cffered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the House will now proceed forth 
with to the election of Sergeant-at-Arms, Door- 
keeper, Assistant Doorkeeper, and Public Printer, 
for the present Congress. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. TURNEY called for the previous question, 
which was seconded by the Howse, 

Mr. STANLY asked for the reading of a law in 
Jation to the election of Public Printer. 
Mr. COOPER of Georgia objected to the reading, 
it being out of order. | 

The previous question was then seconded by the 
House—ayes 115, nves not counted. 


re 


Mr. EVERETT asked of the Cxair if acall of || 


the House would be in order. 

The SPEAKER ¢ecided it not in order, 

The main question was then ordered, and th 
resolution was adopted. eee 

Mr. EVERETT, it now being in order, moved 
a cali of the House; and upon this motion the 
yeas and nays were ordered, and were—yeas 137, 

s 76. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, the House, by 
unanimous consent, proceeded to call the absen- 
tees, and dispensed with other preliminary pro- 
ceedings. 

The absentees having teen cal'el over, Mr. 


Rearrs of South Carolina, and Mr. Hawes of | 


Keatucky, who were absent from indisposition, 
were excused by the House. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, all further proeeed- | 


ings in the call were dispensed with; and the House 
then proceeded, viva voce, to the e'ection of Clerk. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE nominatei Hucu A. Gar- 


CLARKE. 
Mr. HOPKINS nominated Ricnarp C. Mason. 
The Cuain having appointed Messrs. Corwin, 
Dromcootr, Hopkins, and Baiaas, as tellers, to 
acertain the resull, reported that 


The whole number of votes was - 931 
Necessary toachoice - - : 116 
Hucu A. Garuanp received” - - 118 
Martiuew Str. Crain CLARKE - - 105 
Ricnarp C. Mason - - « “2 


The following 1s a statement of the vote: 

For Huan A. Gaxtanp—Messrs. J. Allen, H. 
J. An‘erson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, 
Blackwe!!, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. 
Bown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, By- 
num, J. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chap- 
man, C.ifford, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Dana, Davee, J. Davis, J.W. Davis, Del a Mon- 
lanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffia, Hammond, Hand, 
J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hillen, Hol- 
leman, Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jack- 
son, Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. 
Jones, J. W. Jones, Kem, Kemble, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Luces, McClel!an, 
McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, S. W. Mortis, Newhard, 
Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peirkin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynol :s, Rhet!, Rives, 
Robinson, E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. 
Smith, J. Smith, T. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweeney, Taylor, 
F. Th mas, P. F, Thomas, J. Thompson, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Watierson, Weller, 
Wick, J, W. Williams, and H. Williams—118. 

For M. St. C. Clanke—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 
J. W. Allen, §. I. Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brock- 
way, A. Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Ch nn, Chitten- 
den, Clark, J. Cooper, M. A. Cooper, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curiic, Cushing, E. 
Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dil- 
let, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, R. Gar- 
land, Ga‘es, Giddings, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, W, 8, 


| gin, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, J. 


LaND. 1] 
“Mr. CORWIN nominated Mattuew Sr. Crair || 


| chand, Maxon, Medill, Mercer, Miller, 
gomery, S. W. Morris, C. Morrs, Newhard, Nis- 
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Hastings, Henry, Hil of Va. Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Chs. Jehuston, W. C. Johnson, King, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mitchel, 
Monree, Morgan, C. Morris, Naylor, Nisb t, 
Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, 
Rando!ph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ritgway, Rus- 
sell, Salionstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Tr. 
Smuh, Stanly, Storrs, Steuart, Taliaferro, Tiiling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trombul!, Underwood, P. 


J. Wagner, Warren, E.D. White, J. White, T. 


W. Williams, J. L. Willisms, C. H. Wiliams, 
S. Williams, Wise, and the Speaker—105. 

For Ricuarp C. Mason—Messrs. W. B Camp- 
bell, Colquitt, J. Garland, Gentry, G ggin, Hop- 
kins, Mercer, and W. Thompson—8. 

Mr. Gartanp having been elected Clerk, was 


| qual fiedas such by the Speaker, by taking the 
| oath of offi e. 


The House then proceeded to the election, viva 
voce, for Sergeant-at-Arms, the same gentlemen 
acting as tellers. 

Mr. CRAIG nominated Mr Roprricx Dorsey 

Mr. GRIFFIN nominated Dr. Wh. Jones. 

The teilers reported the following result: 


Whole number of votes - - ane 
Necessary toa choice - - 109 
Roperick Dorsey received - - 141 
Dr. Wo. Jones ° ° - 76 


The following isa statement of the vote: 
For Roperic Dorsey.—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 


J. Allen, H J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 


Beirne, B.ddle, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Rurke, W. 0. Batler, 
Bynum, J. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, M. A. 
Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Da- 
na, Davee, J. Davis, J. W. Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, De ia Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Gog- 
Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hiilen, Hoile- 
man, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hvb- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave J: hn- 


|| son, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemb'e, Kirg, 


Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Loweil, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
Mont- 


bet, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Pientiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, 
Robinson, E. Rozers, Samve's, Shaw, A. Smith, 
J. Smith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, Steemod 
Strong, Sumter, Swearirngan, Sweeny, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, W. Thompson, 
J. Thompson, Turney, Underweod, Vande. poet, 
D. D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, J. W. Williams, H. Williams, J. L. Wil- 
liams, C. H. Williams, S. Williams, and Mr. 
Speaker—141. 

For WittiuM Jones —Veetrs. J. W. Allen, S. 
H. Anderson, Andrews, Birnard, Bell, Bond, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, A. Brown, 8. H. Butler, 
Cath un, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Ch tren- 
den, Clarke, J. Coc per, Corwin, Cranston, Curts, 
E. Davies, G. Davis, Dillet, Edwards, Everett, 
Fillmore, J. Gariand, R. Garland, Gentry, Git- 
dings, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Griffin, Grinnell, W.S. Hastings, Henry, Fill of 
Virginia, Hoffman, James, Ch. Johnston, Law- 
rence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Morgan, Nay- 
lor, Ogle, Pa'en, Peck, Randa'l, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, S:monton, Tr. Sinith, €tanly, Storrs, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trambual!, P. J. 
Wagner, J. White, T. W. Williams, L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Cushing—76. 

M1. Dorsey having been elected, came forward 
to the Chair and was sworn by the Spraxrr. 

Mr. EVERETT said, as the House was now 
organized by the election of a Speaker and Clerk, 
he would suggest the propriety of postponing a‘l 
further action under the resolu‘ion for the election 
of officers, and pass the nsnal resolution informing 
the Senate that we were organiz-d; and concinded 
by makiaz the motion tor postponement, 

Mr. RHETT said nothing conld be gained by 
the postponement, as the Senate was not now in 
#essjon, 
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Mr. C. JOHNSON hoped the motion would 
prevail, as the House had been in session long 
e.vough, 

The question was taken on said proposition by 
teliers-——Messrs, Lewrs and S. WitttaMs acting as 
such—ayes 107, nays &6. 

Mr. EVERETT then proposed the following or- 
der, which was read and adopted: 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, 
to inform that body that a quorum of the House 
has ass*mbled —that R. M. T. Hunter, one of the 
Representatives from the State of Virginia, has 
been elected Speaker thereof, and that it is now 
ready to proceed to business, and that the Clerk do 
go with the sa d message. 

On motion, the House then adjourned till Mon- 
day next, at 12 o’clock, 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 23, 1839. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives by Mr. Garvanp, their Cierk, inform- 
ing them thata quorum had assembled, and that 
Rosert M. T. Hunter, a Representative from 
the State of Virginia, was elected Speaker; and 
that they were ready to proceed to business. 

Also, that the House had concarred in the joint 
resolution of the Senate, that a joint committee of 
the two Houses be appointed to wait on the Presi- 
dent, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses had assembled, and were ready to receive 
any communications he might make; and that 
ssrs. Everett and Ramsey were appointed said 
committee on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of James 
Sevier, on file in the Clerk's office, be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice that he would, as soon 
as the Senate could proceed to Legisiative business, 
ask leave to introduce bills of the fullowing ttles: 

1. A bill granting to the State of Illinois the 
right of way through the public lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

2. Abitl authorizing the President to cause the 
reserved lead mines belonging to the Uniied States, 
in the several States and ‘lerritories, to be sold as 
other public lands. 

3. A bill for the relief of the widow and minor 
heirs at law of Samuel Hill, deceased. 

4 A bill for the relief of Epraim Sprague. 

5. A bill for the relief of James Dutton. 

6 A bill for the reliefof Jane Waller. 

7. A bill for the relief of Thomas EH. Owen, 
John W. Skidmore and others. 

Mr. CALHOUN presente a memorial of Tho- 
mas S. Hinds and Jacob Leshe’, praying that eom- 
missioners be appointed Ly C -ngress to examine 
and report on the sites atthe Gand Rapids of the 
Great Wabash as suitable fo: a national armory; 
which was referred tothe Commitice cn Milntary 
Aifairs. ; 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Capt. 
Aaron Fitzgerald for an increase of pension; whch 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Sa- 
muel Crapier, praying to be allowed a pension for 
a disability incurred during the last war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Mary 
French, widow ot Benjamin French, who was a 
Revolutionary soldier, fur a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the pet tion of George 
W. Paschal; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented to the Senate the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of citizens of Cincinnati, re- 
commending the passage of a law by Congress 
grenting to Madame America Vespucci the right 
to enter, at the minimum price, ten sections of land; 
which was referred to.the Committee on Pubic 
Lands. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial from citizens 
of New Jersey, praying for the establishment of a 
port of entry at Indian Key, Florida; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of the 
administrator of William Sanford, praying to be 
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allowed the commutation due said deceared as a 
captain in the army ef the Revolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revoluiionary 
Clans. 

Also, the memorial of the Board of Health of 
the city of Washington, praying for the es!ablish- 
ment of a National Hospital and Lunatic Asylum 
at that place; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Distrect of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of William Bailey, 
a major in the army of the Revolution, praying to 
be allowed bounty land and commutation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of William 
D. Ferguson, praying for a confiemation of certain 
land claims; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Clai.cs. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Gen. 
Mathew Arbuckle, now on file, be referred to the 
Commi tee on Private Land Ciaims. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

Ordered, That the several memorials of the Le- 
gislature of Mississippi, presenied at the Jast ses- 
sion of Congress, for the establishment of certain 
designated post routes, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the committee appointed 
to wait on the President, and inform him of the or- 
ganization of the two Houses, reported that they 
had attended to the duty confided to them, and that 
the President informed them that he would send a 
message in writing to-morrow at 12 0’clock. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of the offi- 
eers of the Fourth regiment of Artillery, praying 
for equalization of pay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of William 
Tumey fora pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of a number of citizens of the 
county of Lincoln, State of Misscuri, praying for 
an amendment of the pre-emption laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of John H. 
Mackintosh; whch, with the papers now on file, 
was referred to the Committee on Clainis. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
John S. Wilsun, praying permission to enter a 
quarter section of lan‘; wich was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lan Is. 

Mr. C. also offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Coa mitiee cn Claims be in- 
strucied to inquire into the expediency cf making 
ce mpensation tu Abel Pennington, of Captain A. 
Byram’s company of Ner.h Alabama volunteers, 
serving in Florida, {cr a horse, shot by order of the 
commanding cflicer in January, 1838. 

Mr. LUMPKIN offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
exped encv of establishing a mail stage route from 
Clarksville, Habersham county, Ga. to Asheville, 
N. C. via the town of Clayton, in Rabun county, 
Ga. and the town of Franklin, in Macon county, 
N.C. And also a weekly mail route, to be carried 
on horseback, from the town of Lafayette, in 


Walker county, to the town of Salem, Dade coun- 


ty, in the State of Georgia. 

Mr. L. in connection with the above, presented 
r-solutions of the Lezislature of Georgia, recom- 
mending the establishinent of said roads. 

On motion by Mr. } RENTISS, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Tra H. 
Day be referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Ordercd, That the peition and papers of John 
A. Piatt be referre | to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. WALL gave notice that, to-mcrrow, he 
shou)d ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

1. A bill to amend an act enticed “An act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and fur other 
purposes.”’ 

2. A bill to prevent the counterfeiting of any 
foreign copper, gold, silver, or other coin; and to 


prevent the bringing into the United States or ut- 
tering any counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, 
or other coiv. 

Mr. CLAYTON gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
would ask leave to introduce a biil for the relief of 
Irvine Shubrick. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following j int reso- 
lution, which was considered, and, by uvanimous 
consent, agreed tc: 

Resolved, That two chaplains, of different deno- 
minations, be elected to serve during the present 
Congress, one by each House, to interchange 
weekly. 

The Senate then went intoan Exccutive session, 
and afterwards 

Adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 23, 1839. 

Mr. HOOK inquired how his name was recorded 
on the journal on the amendment to insert the viva 
voce rule. 

The CLERK replied that it was recorded in the 
negative. 

Mr. HOOK stated that he had voted in favor of 
that rule. 

The Secretary of the Senate being introduced, 
informed the House that the Senate had appointed 
Messrs. Wriaut and ALLEN acommittee to join 
such committee as might be appoinied by the 
House, to wait on the President and inform him 
that beth Houses of Congress were duly organized, 
and ready to receive any communication he might 
be pleased to make. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved a resolution to appoint 
a committee from the House to join the committee 
of the Senate, to wait on the President and inform 
him that both Houses of Congress were erganized, 
and ready to receive any communication he might 
be pleased to make; which was considered and 
adopted, and Messrs. Evererr and Ramsey were 
appointed a committee on the part of the House. 

The CHAIR then announced that the first busi- 
ness in order, under the resolution of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Bynum ] would 
be the e’ection of a Doorkeeper. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana then nominated Mr. 
Jesse E Dow for the office of Doorkeeper. 

Mr. BRIGGS nominated Mr. Foutansser. 

Mr. LEWIS nominated Mr. Jonun Houston. 

The SPEAKER then appointed Messrs. J. W. 
Davis, Briacs, Casey, and Gairrin, tellers, when 
the vote was taken and declared as follows: 


For Mr. Jos. Fo.tansBer - - 130 
“ 66 OJrsse E. Dow - © ae 
“  Joun Llovston - ete | 


So Mr. Fo.vinsper was declared duly elected. 

Mr. CRAIG moved a resolution that Joun W. 
Honter be appointed Assistant Doorkeeper, and 
Won J. McCormics be appointed Postmaster of 
the House; which was considered and adopted. 

Tne CHAIR announced the next business in 
order to be the election of a Printer for the House. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved a call of 
the House, which was ordered, and the roll was 
twice called. 

Excuses were then offered for the following gen- 
tlemen; Messrs. Beirne, GRINNELL, JENIFER, 
Mercer. and WorrTHincron. 

Mr. STANLY then sent to the Cnaim the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read for information 

Resolved, That the printing and binding of the 
House of Representatives shall be furnished by 
contract; notice o! which sha'l be given in the pub- 
lic prints of Washington city tor dys, it 
being made a_ condition that the work shail te 
done in t'e City of Washington; and t e contract 
shall, in each case, be given to the lowest bidder, 
whose bid shall be accompanied with proyer testi- 
monia's of the abiity of the bidder to fulfil his 
contracts. 

The CHAIR said the resolution was not in order, 
the House being now engaged in the execution of 
the order of the House of Saturday, it being about 
to proceed to the election of a Printer. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to suspend the order 
for the purpose of offering this resolution. He had 
understocd that the House might probably save 
$100,000 by givirg out the printing by contract, 














Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina 
was perfectly competent for the House to giv 
direction they pleased to tins resolution, ana — 
would be perfectly in oider for the eee. . 
pend the order, lay it on the table, or post ae 
iadefiuitely. wPene 

The CHAIR said the resolution coul} 
introduced by a motion to suspend the ord. 

Mr. ANDERSON of Kentucky then mo 
following as a substitute for Mr. 
lution: 

Resolved, That the execution of the orde 
on the 2Ist instant, in relation to the election», 
public Printer, be postponed for the Present; an: 
tvat the whole subject of the public printing . the 
ferre | to a select committee of five membe s, y " 
instructions to inquire into t.e expediency of lettin. 
out the printing to the lowest bidder, who gn. : 
furn sh satisfactory evidence of his fidelity ‘al 
ability to execute it. r 

Resolved, further, That said committee jnoy, 
into the expediency of separating the public printi ' 
from the newspaper presses of the country; ay, 
that, if expedient, they report the most practicabjs 
plan of having the printing executed. 

Resolved, a'so, ‘That said committee report t 
this Hou-e, wha; amoust of money can be saye; 
to the Go veroment by the adoption of either of th 
p'ans above suggested, and until said committe 
shall make report, all further proceedings in ye. 
tion to a public Printer be suspended. 

Mr. STANLY accepted this as a modification 
of his mction. 

Mr. ANDERSON only desired to say a word in 
explanation of the motive which had induced hin 
to offer this proposition. He was not now in pos. 
session of the facts which would enable him y 
speak with accuracy as to the public printing; tw 
it had been suggested to him, by gentlemen of e;. 
perience, that the public printing of Congres 
amounted to about $300,000, and that the profis 
arising from it were about thirty-three and a third 
per cent. He found, by an examination of the 
laws, that the prices cf printing had been fixed 
many years ago, and it was now a material cons. 
deration for the House to examine and see if the 
prices of material and labor had not been considera. 
bly reduced. He weuldi not vote to embarrass the 
legitimate operations of the Government, and he 
would always vote for a proper, economical e- 
pen iture of money. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL here rose to a point of 
order. 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS. The geatieman 
must reduce h's point of order to writing. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then submitted the fu!lov- 
ing point of order: ““The previous question having 
been ordered, and the order of the House partly 
executed, the main question nct being debatable, 
a motion to postpone the further order of the House 
cannot be debatable.” 

The CrHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
Kentucky was in order. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he had been isfoimed by 
a gentleman from Massachusetts that the price of 
printing in ahat State had been reduced nearly onr- 
half within a few years past, and he thought it Lu! 
right that this matter should at least be examived 
into by acommittee. It was the ducy of a Repo! 
lican Government to retrench expenditures as muc 
as possible; ard he tiusted measures would be 
taken, at the present session, to retrench all the ex 
penditurrs of Government. ; 

Mr. EVERETT, from the commit'ee appoint, 
in conjenction with acommi'tee of the Senale, \ 
wait on the President, and inform him thai bot 
Houses of Congress were daly organized and 
ready to receive any communication he might be 
pleased to make, made report that they had per 
formed that duty, and that the President had 1 
formed them that he would send a Message, 
writing, to the two Houses, on tc-morrow at twe.ve 
o’clock. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said the! 
he had been denouncing, forthe last two esr’, the 
Administration party, for looking one way 4 
rowing another; for ecntinually talking of economy, 
while they never practised it; and he wanted now 
to see them come up to the scrateh, and show thal 
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jan Democratic party, were sincere 

they, per at He shout [ots that the 
. ot tl would not dare to vote against the 
ee of the gentleman from Kentucky. Two 
Prernatives were now presented to genilemen. On 
side, they had the opportunity of having the 

oe bic rinting executed for the lowest prices, and 

* press side it was intended to reward a par- 
es press, by giving it a large donation out of 
a putlic purse. He wanted to bring the hard 
money genilemen down to their own system. They 
have reduced my income, said Mr. T. and that of 
every man in the country, and it is therefore ia- 
cumbent on them to bring the incomes of all their 
salaried officers down to the standard at which they 
have depreciated the money of the country. And 
jf no other person did 80, he himself would, before 
the close of the session, introduce a bill to re- 
duce the salaries of the officers of Governm:nt, so 
that they may bear the same comparison with the 
value of money that they did when they were 
9 GRAVES said he did hope they should be 
ab’e to bring the House to a direct vote on the pro- 
position before it, without its being cut off by 
points of order or motions to lay it on the table. He 
apyea ed to the States Right gent'emen of the South, 
and said to them, that, as they professed to be the ad- 
yocates of economy, they had now an opportunity 
of practising what they professed, by voting for 
the resolution. ‘hey had the ba'ance of power 
in their han.s, and on them woutd rest the respon- 
si ity of defeating the measure. The gent emen 
who stood in opposition to the Administration were 
disposed to bring this matter to a test, and to try, 
by adireet vote, whether economy shou'd be prac- 
tied ia this branch of the public expenditures. 
Mr. G. said he had been informed by a gent e nan 
from Massachusetts, that the printing for the Le- 
gis'ature of his State was done at one ha'f the price 
that was paid for the printing of Congress, and 
that bo‘h he work and the paper was of a much bet- 
ter qua'ity. He believed with his friend from 
North Caro'ina, that a saving of $100,000 a year 
could be effected by letting out the pub'ic printing 
on contract. 

Mr. VANDORPOEL observed that it) seemed 
that they were all economists again; but he wished 
he could be satisfied on one point. The gentlemen 
from South Carolina and Kentucky were too late 
in their professions of economy. Sir, said Mr. V. 
we had a squabble of this kind two years ago last 
September, when these various topics of economy 
were discussed, and he hoped that circumstances 
did not alier principles as well as cases. At that 
time the Printer was elected, and under an agrec- 


—— 


ment understood at that time, the work was exe- 


cuted at another office. Two years have since 
elapsed, during which time legislation could have 
been had on this subject; but the gentlemen from 
Kentucky and South Carolina [Messrs. Tuompson 
andGraves] were then as silent as the grave. 
Where then were all their protestations of economy? 
Why did they net then bring forwarJ their resolu- 
tion, or originate an act to remedy the evil now 
complained of? And he would ask if they were not 
chargeable with having encouraged extravagance, 
when they sat silent for two years, and permitted 
the public printing to be done in the old mode. 
He did not know all the reasons which iefluenced 


geatlemen to entertain these new found notions of | 


economy, but he did know that, within the last 
five or six months, the sober second thought of the 
people had expressed very loudly the belief that 
this Administration carried out those professions 
of economy and retrenchment which brought them 
in'o Office. 

Mr. V. after enumerating the several States in 
which the elections had gone in favor of the Admi- 
nistration since the last Congress, remarke! that 
the decisive echoes of this “sober second thought” 
had not, however, reverberate’ through the ears of 
the present stick!ers for economy before the termi- 
nation of the last Congress; and therefore, perhaps, 
circumstances did not require them to jook so 
Cosey then to the emouments of the pubiic 
printer. Where were they, he asked, at the jast 
session of Congress, and why did they not then 
nse and press this subject? Sir, (said Mr. V.) it is 
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now proposed to postpone the resolution, and we 


had the same thing enacted in September, 1837; but 
he had looked at the debates and the votes given at 
that period, and he would now see whether they 
would adhere to their votes then. Gentlemen 
wanted to postpone the reso'ution, and send it toa 
committee. How were they going to get along 
with the public printing whie the committee 
was secking information to make up its re- 
port? How will you get the printing of the 
message, and other documents, white the committee 
was Making up itsrepo:t? No gent eman has made 
any suggestion to that effect. He believed that 
e-ery genteman had madeup his mind how he 
would act on this same proposition, if made under 
different citcumstences. Fe ieving that it would 
be impracticabe to carry the teso!ution into ef- 
fect, so as to provide for pressing emergencies, he 
would move to ‘ay it on the !abie. 

Mr. PICKENS [Mr. Vanperpoet, at his re- 
ques’, having withdrawn his motion] observed that, 
as he was somewhat interested in this question, 
he desired to make a few remarks in tega'd 
to it, At the ext'a session of 1837, he made 
a motion that the pubic printing shou'd 
ve given out on contract to the lowest bid- 
der, and that t e Clerk snould superintent it. But 
from te difficulty of execution it was, in afew 
days, repealed, and another motion substituted for 
it. We had had occasion to examine the law of 
1819, which fixed the prices to be given for the 
public p inting, and, therefore, without a repeal of 
that law, the printing could not be let out on con- 
tract He agreed entirely with the gentleman from 
Kentucky, that the price of the public printing 
should be re !uced if it is found to be too high, and 
he would go for a law fixing the subject indetin tely. 
He hoped tais Congr ss would not rise without 
passing a law to purchase a padlic press and em- 
ploy a supe:intencent of the public p:inting; and he 
hoped, fu ther, that teis superintendent should not 
be connected with the pablic press. The great 
question now, however, was how the pubtie print- 
ing shou'd be execut'd. Jt was necessary now 
that they should adopt some means of having the 
public print ng executed according to the law of 
1819, and ne wou'd sugge-t to gentemen whether 
they cou'd repeal that law withont the consent of 
the other House. As to his col'eague’s suggestions 
with regard to the reduction of prices, they cou'd be 
reduced as well after the Printer was e’ected as be- 
fore. This House was not bound to give the 


pudlic Printer the prices fixed by the Jaw 
of 1819. Let it reduce the prices if, on 
examination by a committee, they shoud 
be found too high, and he himse'f wou'd 
go for that reducton, if convinced that it 


was necessary. But the queston was, how were 
they to get along with the public printing, if the re- 
solution of last Satur’ay should be postponed, and 
the subject referred toa committee? Mr P. s:id he 
only rose to explain his position on this question, 
and to say that he would, at any time, vo for a re- 
duction of the pr ces of the pubic pr-nting. Mr. P. 
then renewed Mr. VanpERPoe.’s motion to lay Mr. 
Anperson’s resolut on on the table. 

Mr. VANDERPOSL then called for the yeas 
and nays on Mr. Pickens’s motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved that 
the first part of the report of the Select Committee 
raised during the last Cong ess upon the memorial 
of F. P. Blair, recommending a change in the man§ 
ner of execut ng the public p'inting, be read by the 
Clerk, for the info: mation of the House. Also, the 
resolutions of the: said comm ttee, appended to the 
said report. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to lay that motion on 
the table; and the yeas and nays having been taken 
on this motion, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 107, nays 116. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine movel to amend the 
motion so that all the report shou'd be read. 

Mr. GALBRAITH here submitted a point of 
or‘er, as follows: 

The point of orJer is, that a motion having been 
made to lay the resoiution of the gentleman from 
Kentucky on the table, and the yeas and nays or- 
dered on that motion, the motion of the gent eman 
from North Carolina for the reading of a certain 











document, the same having been objected to, is not 
in order. 

The SPEAKER having decided against the point 
of orer raise i by Mr. GatsraitH, 

ir. SMITH of Maine sad the reason which in- 
ducet him to offer his amendment, was this: The 
resolution of the genteman from North Caro‘ina 
did not go farenough. It only proposed the read- 
ing of the recommen ‘ation of the committee, that a 
change should be made in the mode of executing 
the public printing. Now he wanted the whole ice. 
port read, in order that the House might have the 
ieasons why the committee recommen'ed this 
change. When this report sould be iead, gentle- 
men would find developments made in it that 
would not be very palatable to them. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS dit not hear the 
decision of the Cuatr on the point or order raised 
by the gent'emen on his right [Mr. Gatsrairn } 
He wanted to know if the Cuair had decided that 
it Was in order to propound a question to read pa- 
pers, after a mo'ion to lay the subject to which 
they related on the table. 

‘The SPEAKER said that it was in order. 

Mr. FRANCIS ‘THOMAS asked if an appeal 
from that decision was in order. 

The SPEAKER repiied that it was too late now 
to make an appea'. 

Afierg some conversati n, in which Meag. 
SMITH of Maine, VANDEKPOEL, HUBBARD 
and BANKS participated, 

The resort of the Select Committee was real. 

Sone furthr conversation took p'ace in re’a- 
tion to the reso'ution recommended by th: Se'ect 
Committee, in which Messrs. BOND, PETRIKIN, 
McKAY, WISE, VANDERPOEL, and HILLEN 
participated; after which, the resolu ion was a'so 
read. 

Mr. BYNUM said he rose to submit a resolu- 
tion, which he would off*r in case that of the gen- 
teman from Kentucky should be laid on the tae, 
and which would test the sincerity of gentienen 
who made prof:ssions about economy. 

The question was then taken on laying Mr. 
Anpers?n’s resclation on the table, and decided 
in the afirmaive—yeas 114, nays LIL. 

Mr. BYNUM then submitted the fo lowing reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That this Hovse will forthwith pro- 
ceed to jhe election of a puvlic Printer, who suall 
discha' ge the duties of a Printer until othes wise or- 
de:ed. 

Resolved, That a select committee of five fhem- 
bers te appointed to repoit to this House what 
means can te adopted to have the public p inting 
executed in the best manner, and at the least possi- 
ble cost; and that said committee report by bill or 
othe: wise, 

The CHAIR decided the resolution to be out «f 
order. 

M:. BYNUM ¢ en withdrew it. 

Mr. R.GARLAND movelto s spent the ru'es 
an order, with .a view of permitting the gent'e- 
man fiom North Caro'ina to offer the :eso ution. 

Mr. CRAIG hore that this resolution would be 
receive | by general consent. 

Mr. WiSt would agree wih his colleagie, if 
gentemen would exiend this inquiry. not on y to 
the reduction o! the expense of prin‘ing, but to an 
entire divorce—yes, divo ce was the word of 
Government—fiom the poi ica! piess. If the in- 
qui'y would extend this far, he would vote ‘or it 
with all his heart 

Mr. PETRIKEN ent several! other !gentiemen 
objected to the reception of the resolution. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then de- 
ceded in the negative—yeas 134, nays 87—it re- 
quiri: g two-thirds to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CLARK attempied to present a reso’u'ioa 
to authorize the present Printer of the H. use to do 
the printing until a Printer was elected; but tha 
Cnair ruled it out of order. 

Tie CHAIR said he woul! now receive nomi- 
nations for Printer to the Ho se. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine then nominst d Brata & 
Rives. 

Mr SHERROD WILLIAMS then asked if it 
would be in order to move to reconsider thé reso - 
lation in relation to the election of offigei, 
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‘The CHAIR sail it would not be, the order 
having been partly acted upon. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will it be in order to lay it 
on the table? 

The CHAIR replied that it would no’, as a no- 
mination for Printer had been received. 

Mr. SBADE inquired if a motion to rescind or 
postpone would be :n order, 

The CHAIR said a mot.on to postpone would be 
in order. . 

Mr. SLADE then moved to postpone the execu- 
tion of the order indefinitely. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNS 'N appea'e{ from the deci- 
sion of the Cuarr, that the motion to postpone was 
in order. 

After a discussion of some leng:h on this point 
of order, between Messrs. BELL, PETRIKIN, 
JAMESON, SLADE, BRIGGS, LEWIS, IIUB- 
BARD, TILLINGHAST and HOLLEMAN, the 
last named gent'eman moved to Jay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

Mr. CRABB then moved that the Houce ad- 
journ; which motion was decided in t.e negative— 
yeas 105, nays 106. 

Mr. SLADE sail, as the vote just announce! 
showed that there was adisposition on the part of 
the House to proceed to tie election of a Printer, 
he would withdraw his mo'ion to postpone. 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS said it had been 
generally understood, that if they had postponed 
the election of a Speiker until afier the President’s 
Message was rece:ved, the Opposition cou!ld have 
elected their Speaker; and as there might be a chance 
of defeating Blair and Rives, by delaying the eles- 
tion of a Printer until after the message was re- 
ceived, he now movel that the Heuse adjourn, 
which motion was decided in the aflirmative— 
yeas 110, nays 106, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messra. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Anderson, An trews, Barnard, Boll, Biddle, Black, Bond, Bots, 
Briggs, Brockway, A. G. Brown, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Win. 8B. Campbell, Carter, Chino, Chitteuden, Clark, James 
Govoper, Mark A, Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, G. Divis, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nix, Dilleut, E-wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fivher, Jas. 
Garland, R. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gidding, Goggins, Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Habersham, Hall, Wu- 
ham 8. Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hotfinan, Hunt, 
James, Charlies Johnsion, William Cost Johnson, King, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin. Mason, Mitc'iell, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbei, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, 
Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeaut, Shepard, Simonton, 
Biade, Truman Smith, Stanly. Storrs, Stuart, Paliaterro, W. 
Toompeon, Tillinghast, Tolan, Triplet, Traumbuatl, Under- 
wood, P. J. Waguer, Warren, E. D. White, J. White, T. W 
Williams, L. Willams, J. L. Williams, C. HW. Williams, S$ 
Williams and Wise—L10. 

NAYS—Messrs. H. J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, 8. H. 
Butler, W. O. Butler, Bynum, Joha Campbell, Carr, Carroll, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Craig, Crary, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, De la Montanya, Doig, 
D.omgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, J. 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hlillen, Holle- 
mia, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howaid, Hubbard, Jameson, 
J. Johnson, C. Johnson, Nathantel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
M-:Clellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Atbert Smith, John 
Smith, Thos, Smith, Stark weather, Steenrod, Sivong, Sunipter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, J. Thompson, Turney, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. 
W. Williams, aod H. Williams—106 


The Louse adjourned. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Dec. 23, 1839. 
GenTLeMEN: In your piper of Saturday last, I 
am reported as having voted in the negative upon 
a proposition, the effect of which was, to retan the 
viva voce mode of voting in the elections of the 
House. 
My name is recorded in the affirmative, and | so 
voted. 
Respectfu'ly yours, &e. 
JNO. HILL of N.C. 
M ssrs. Busia ant Rives. 
{Mr. Hook of Pennsyivania voted in favor of 
the viva voce, and his name was recorded on the 
journal as voting against 1t —Ep:ror Goss } 





IN SENATE, 
Tvrspay, Dec. 24, 1839. 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by A. Van Buren, esq. his pri- 
vate secretary. 
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Tae annual message of the President to the two 


Houses of Congress was then read by the Secre: || 


tary of the Senate. [Se Appendix ] 


When the message was read, Mr. ALLEN rose 
and said: 


Mr. Pres:pent: Courtesy has, I am aware, 
made it the custom for a Senator represent'ng the 
Siate from which the President comes, and agreeing 
with him in political sentiments, to move the prini- 
ing of his annual message; yet the Senaor from 
New York will, I believe, exeuse the deep 
feeling which prompts me thas to rise, and in the 
exultation of renewed hope, exci ed by -this paper, 
for the future security of our institutions and wel- 
fare of the people, submit that motion my-elf. 

If, standing in this place, the friend of all, the 
enemy of none, I may be allowed to address a 
single request to the whole body of my coun'rymen, 
it is, that each man of them wiil deliberately 
consider this message, and that part of it, espe- 
cially, which relates to corporations, banks, aad 
the currency. 


To guaranty forever the rights, the happiness of | 


individaal man—to protect the feeble against the 
rapac'ty of the strong—the who'e against the com- 
bnations of the pars, by an equal distribution of 
burdens and of blessings among all—was the cardi- 
nalob.ect of our civil institations. Bat, notwih- 
standing this, the e rights have beea vio'a'ed—this 
happiness perille 1--this rapacityallowed—-these com- 
binations formed—and this equality destroyed. These 
things have been done, and that, too, under the au- 
thority of law. Corporations innumerable freckle 
the face of the land. Corporations which, not 
content with a>solute power over the currency— 
over the pronerty—over the labor of the en- 
tire people, now seek to render themselves im- 
mortal, and their dominion complete, by po- 
litical associations, Hence has arisen the pa- 
per system, wih all its complexity of fraud 
an! oppression; hence the pending strife between 
man and monopoly; and hence it is that the world 
now beholds this nation s'rugg ing, I:ke the fa- 
bel Laocoon, to disengage its own body, and 
the bodies of is sons, from the fatal coil of a 
serpen', whose convulsive energies have com- 
pressed those bodies well nigh un‘o death. 

When, in 1837, after the universal crash of the 
bankmg sy tm, the President :ecommended its 
severan-e from the Government, and the Govern- 
ment’s restoration to its ancient policy, the 
pe pe, unprepared alike for the ruin around 
tem, or the 1emedy proposed, remained, for 
a moment, equally confounded by both. State 
afier State reeled from i's perpendicular and slid 
from h's support; politician after politician fled for 
salety cr for succor to the arms of his foes; yet he, 
almost alone, amidst the general cons‘ernation, 
amidst the deseriions of the venai and the 
shrieks of the timid, s'ood unappalled—con- 
fiding, as he ever has, does, and ever will, 
in that “sober second thought” of his covn- 
irymen, which is “never wrong, and always efli- 
cient.” Ani now, sir, sustained by the matured 
judgment of a gratefal people—grateful to him, be- 
cause he was faihful to them—faithful, even at a 


tme when that very fidelity was atthe hazard of | 


their displeasare—the Presilent presents again 
to his fellow-citizens a chart of principles, by 
which, if with shill we steer this our poli- 
tical ark, freighted as it is with our hopes and 
our ’estin es, it will bear us onward in safety end 
in peace, however violent the storm of exasperated 
Passions. 

Mr. A. concluded by moving that fifteen hun- 
dred copies of the message and documen’s, and five 
thous:nd additional copies of the me soge, be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

The CHAIR laid before the S: nate a message 
from the President of the Un'ted States, trans- 
miting a letter from the Governor of [owa to the 
Secretary cf State, in relation to the disputed 
boundary line between that Territory and the State 
of Missouri; which, with the accompanying ¢ocu- 
men’s, was ordered to be laid on the table and 
printed. 


















Also, a report from the Secvetary of the Trea. 
sury,in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
March 2, 1839, in relation to the changes sane 
in the present system of marine hospital; wh se 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
ordered to be printed. , 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, tray 
mitting a report of the Acing Comm'ssion>y of 
Pensiors, in conformty with a resolution of the 
Senate of May 29, 1830, shoving the rejecied ap. 
plications for p nsions for 1839; which was refer. 
red 'o the Commitee on Pensions, and ordered ty 
be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of State, show. 
ing the namber of American seamen registered jp 
cach port of «n'ry of the United States, during the 
year 1839; waich was referred to the Commitee 
oa Commerce, ani ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Sccretary of the Treg. 
surv, inc mpliance with a resolution of the Senate 
of December 19, 1838, con'aining a gene al state. 
ment in relation to the salt dw'ies; which was refer. 
red to the Committee on F nance. 

Also, a report from the Seggetary of State 
accounting for the expenditure of the cont ngent 
fund; which was ordered to lie on the tavle, and be 
printed, 

A'so, a report from the Secretary of the Trea. 
sury, being his Annual Reporton the stave of the 
Finances; which was ordered to he cn the table, and 
fifteen handred additional copies to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

Also, a rport from the Secretary of the Tica. 
sury, in compliance with an act for the relief of 
certain insolvent debtors of the Unued States, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judj. 
ciary, and ordered to te printed. 

Mr. BENTOWN said that, since the crier had 
been given for the printing of the President's mes. 
sage, he had conversed with several of the Sena- 
tois, and they all concurred in t°e propriety of hay- 
ing an additional number yrinted. He would, 
there‘ore, move that five thousand copies, in ad- 
divon to those already ortereJ, be prnel. 

Tre resolution was un?nimousiy agrred to. 

Mr. NICHUVLAS presented the petit:on of the 
heirs and representatives of Anderson Lane; wh ch 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. N. a'so presented the memorial of the 
Mayor, Alderman, and inhabitan’s of the city 
of New Orleans; which was referred to the Con- 
mitiee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. NICHOLAS, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Andrew 
C. Armstrong now on fie, be referred to the Com: 
mittee of Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. NICHOLAS, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers iu re'a- 
tion to the claim of George M. Passeau be reler- 
red to the Commitee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented a memorial from 
sundry inhabiants of Belfast, Maine, praying fora 
reduction ofthe ret*s of postage; which was !e- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a num 
ber of citizens of New York, praying the es'a- 
blishment of a port of en ry at Milwaukie; which 
was referred to the Com nitiee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of William Redin, praying that 
certain duties may be refun ied; which was refer- 
red to the Committee oun Commerce. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he entirely and heart'y 
concurred in the sentiments expressed of the Pre- 
sident’s mess2ge, and the propriety of printing the 
extra number of copies; but there was another do- 
cument which more imperatively required the 
plinting of an additional number. This was the 
Secretary’s Annual Report cn the state of the 
Finances. The message will be printed in every 
newspaper of the country, and will thus have 4 
universal ci‘culation; but the s‘ze of the Secretary's 
report would prevent its publication in any but 4 
few of the papeisin our larger cities. The fifteen 
hundred cop:es ordered would give us only about 
twenty copies each, an! he would himself have at 
least fifty applications for them. He would, there- 
fore, move that three thousand five hundred addi- 
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| <The motion was unanimously egreed to. 


: Mr. WRIGHT, agreeably to previous notice, 
© asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
ef ot Williim H. Robertson, Samuel H. Gar- 
S a ani J. W. Simonton; which was read twice, 
4 snd, with additional papers, referred to the Com- 
y pittee on Commerce. = 
Also, a billf. r the relief of William A. White- 
head, late a collector of customs at the port of Key 
| West; which was read twice, and, with add t onal 
pers, referred to the Committee on Finance. ; 
© * also, a bil more effectually to secure the public 
. meney in the Lands of vllicers and agents of the 
Government, end to punish public defaulters; 
F which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Financ’, and or ‘ered to be printed. } 
- Mr. WALKER, agreeably to notice given, 
| acked and obtained leave to bring in the following 
bills: 
1. A bill to provide for a standing and perma- 


nent preemption system, with sales, also, to actual 


settlers at reduced prices. ee 
_ 9, A bill to relinqu'sh to the State of Mississippi 
- the two percent. fund arising under her compact 


> fr admission into the Un on. 
> 3. A bill to cede to the State of Mississippi a 


dp 


ia 


quantity of public land equal to that heretofcre 
granted to the State of Ohio fer the purposes of in- 
iernal mprovemen’. 

4, A bill to authorize the substitution of other 
lands in place of school sections which are useless 
F or unproductive. 

5. A bill in relation to c’rtain railways and ri- 
versin the State of Mississippi. 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Cc mmittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALL, agreeably to notice given, asked 
end obtained leave to bring in the following bills: 

1. A bill to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the puni-hment of certain 
crimes egainst the United States, and for other 
purposes ” 

2. ALill to prevent the counterfeiting of any 
foreign copper, gold, silver, or othericoin, and to 
prevent the bringing into the United States or ut- 
tering any counterieit foreign copper, gold, silver, 
o. other coin. 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
tothe C mmittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, agreeably to previous 
notce, asked and obtained leave tv bring in the 
following bills: 

1. A bill providing for the reduction and gradua- 
(ion of the price of tne public lands. 

2. A til to relinquish to the Sta‘e of Alabama 
the two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her 
admission in‘o the Union, to be applied to the 
making of a road, or roads, leading to said State. 

3. A bill to es‘ablish an additional land district 
in the Stite of Alabama. 

4. A bill supplemental to the act, ent tled “An 
actto grant pre-emption rights to set,lers on the 
pablic lands,” approved June 22, 1838. 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to ‘he Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRENTISS, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring io a b Il to pro- 
vide for the establishment of a Board of Commis- 
sioners to hear and determine claims against the 
United States; which was read twice and referied 
‘o the Committee on Claims. 


Also, a bill granting a pension to Lemuel 
White; and 


A bill for the re‘ief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes; 


Which were sevesally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, 


Mr. PRESTON, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of General Croghan and General Wool; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
'ee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. PIERCE moved the reference of the petition 
of David Green, on the files of the Senate, with 
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the accompanying papers, to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. P. also gave notice that he would, on 
to-mcerrow, ask leave to introduce the fullow.ng 
bills: 

A bil for the relief of Joseph Basset. 

A till for the relief of Samuel Collins. 

A till fur the relief of John S. Billings. 

A bill for the relief of Hannsh Leighton. 

Mr. P. also offered the fol'owing resolut on: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Mil:tary Affairs 
be ins ruc’e to report, as soon as may be coave- 
nient, ab ll for the equalization of the pay of the 
officers of the line and the s aff of the army. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained not.ce to bring in a bill to re- 
mt such duties, and to cancel suca bonds, as have 
been required of persons engaged in the whale 
fishery, to restrain all future exactions of duties of 
such vesse!s and their cargocs; which was read 
tw ce and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing bills: 

A bill for the relief of Walter Loom's and Abel 
Gay; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Commitice cn Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel White; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. H. also presented the memorial of Isaac 
Prons°n; which was read twice and ieferred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to au- 
thorize the purchase of the private stock in the 
Louisville and Port‘and Canal by the United States; 
which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SMITH of [odiana, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Col. Francis Vigo; which was read twice, and, with 
accompanying decuments, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

A bill to author.ze the New Albany and Mount 
Carme! Railroad Company to enter, on acredit,a 
quantity of land, to aid the company in the con- 
struction of arailroad from New Albany to Moant 
Carmel, Illinois; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Reads and Canals 

Mr. SMITH also offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be ins'ructed to inquire in'o the expediency 
of makiog an appropriation to continue the con- 
s'ruction of the Cumberland road in the Srates of 
Ohio, Indiana, and [ilneis, the ensoirg year; and 
tha: said committee a’so inquire in ‘h* e\pedtiency 
of appropriating a sum of money sufficient 10 com- 
ple‘e sail road to Jefferson city, Missouri, to be 
paid over to the several States, within whos? 
limits the road is to be cons'ructed, in annual 
instalments, as th: same may be required to en- 
sure an economical, energeiic, and speedy com- 
pletion of the work: Provided, The Saves will 
egree to accept the appropriation, and apply it to 
the object intende!, and discharge the Geneia! Go- 
vernment from any further appropriations; 4nd 
provided, a'so, That the States have authority to 
lay and collect toll en said road, sufficient to keep 
itin repair afteris construction;and sha'l allow 
the arms and munitions of war of the General Go- 
vernment t» pass on the same toll free. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance to notice given, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the fullow- 
ing bills: 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; and 

A bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks; 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion, the Senate then adj urned until Fri- 
day next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, December 24, 1839. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

A message was received from the President of 
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the United States, by the hands of Apranam Van 
Buren, his private secretary. (See Appendix.] 
ceedings } 

Afier the reading of the message, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the message be 
laid on the table and 10,000 copies printed. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL hoped the gentleman 
would not make the motion to print until a Printer 
was elected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina renewed 
the motion to lay on the tab'e and print. 

Mr. VANDER POEL objected to this motion be- 
ing made until a Pr nter was elected. 

Mr. WISE desired to have the message printed, 
and cared not by whem it was done. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL had no doubt, if a motion 
was entertained to print the message, a discussion 
would spring up on it which would interfere with 
the election of Printer. 

Mr. WISE then moved to lay she message on 
the tab'e and print 5,000 copies, with accompany- 
ing documents, and 15,000 copies without docu- 
ments, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for a division of the 
question, so as to take the ques'ion oa the motion 
to lay on the table first. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend, “and that the 
message, without the dccumeats, be printed w.thin 
fuur days from this time.” 

Mr. WISE ace pted this as a modification. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved to amend by 
adding, “and that the Mrssaze be p-iated uniter the 
direction of the Clerk ” 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out 20,000 ant 
insert 6000. A great dea! had been said by genile- 
men about economy in the expenditures, and the 
President had specially recommended it in bis mes- 
sage. Then let the gentlemen tegin a system of 
cconomy a’ the threshold. 

The moti n to lay the message on the table was 
then agreed t». 

Mr. TURNEY then moved to lay the mo'ion to 
print on the table, with a view of proceeding to ex- 
ecute the order of the House; which moton was 
agreed to 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
R port of the S-cretary of the Treasury on the 
finances, which was laid on the table. He a'so 
s‘ated that he had upon bis table var ous other 
repor's and commun cat ons from the Departments. 

Mr. PETRIKIN proposed aresolution for the 
appo ntment of the samlirg commi tees; but the 
SVEAKER deci led that it was not then in order. 

The CHAIR then annonnce! the orcer of busi- 
ness to be the election of a Printer, 

Mr. GIDDINGS then u.oved to suspend the or- 
der of business for the pa'pose of offering the fol- 
lowing reso'u ion: 

Reso/ved, ‘Fhat it is expressly understood that tke 
e'ection of Prin‘er shall give to the persons elected 
no right to do the public printing for a longer time 
than the Honse shall hereafter deem compatible 
with the public interest 

The CHAIR sail the moion to postpone 
would te in order, but the resolution of the gentie- 
man won'd not be in order, because it was con- 
trary to the act of 1819, which specified the duties 
of the Print r and the time be was to serve. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if the election of 
Print r was to tike place by ballot, under the law 
of 1819, or viva voce, under the rule adoy ted by the 
House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it wou'd be time 
encugh to cecide that question when it arose. 

Mr. FILLMORE said they were now about to 
executs the crder, and it was time ii was known 
how it was to be executed. 

' The CHAIR siid he had had some difficu'ty on 
this subjec', tut his cpnon was that the mode 
prescribed by the law of 1819—namely, the elec- 
tion hy ballot—was te mode to be pursued! the 
Hovs:. 

Mr. McKAY said he would stat-, for the in- 
formation oi the Cuair and the House, what had 
taken place in the Senate on this subject. The 
resolution of 1819 not only ssid that the Printes 
should be elected by ballot, bat it weston to de- 
clare that the person having the greatest number of 
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votes should be dec ared duly elected. This elected 
a Printer by a plurality of vo-es; yet, in 1827, 
a resolution was introduced in the Senate by one 
of the most distinguished lawyers in the country, 
[Mr. Crayton of Delaware,] and passed, declaring 
that no person should be elected, except by a ma- 
jority of the votes of the members present. This, 
then, was an alteration of the resolution of 1819 
by one body. Again: the reso'ution of 1819 pro- 
vided that the election of Printer should take place 
near the close of a Congress, thus giving one Con- 
gress the power of electing officers for the nex'. 

In his opinion, this resolaion of 1819 was, in 
some respect<, uRconstitutional; for if the Printer 
was an officer of the Government, as some gentle- 
men contended, the Executive must bave the ap- 

o'ntment of that officer under the Constitauon 
But if the Printer was an oflicer of ihe two Houses, 
then each House had it in the r power to e'ect or 
appoint them in such manner as they thought 
proper. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied to the remarks of Mr. 
McKay, and went into an examination of the va- 
rious modes adopted for appointing public Printer, 
and went into an argument at some length to show 
that the Printer of Congress was not an officer of 
Fiat body. 

Mr. DAWSON next fol!owed, and urged a post- 
ponement of the e'ection of Printer ter the present, 
for the purpose ofa ceriaining what plan couid be 
adopted ot seduci:g the expenditure for that 
breech of the public service. Uespoke of the 
hgh prices paid for the public prioting, andsad 
that the sums paid the |, si year were so enormous, 
that Mr. Allen, the Piicter of the House, sold the 
work to Ga’es and Seaton, the former Printe:s of 
the House, and mae a fortune by it. Mr. D. re- 
fericd io the miormaton hebhad teceivedfiom a 
memter from Massachaseits relative to the pr.at- 
ing done for the Lesis'ature of shat State, which he 
sad was d ne fo ty-five per cent. cheaper, ant 
much tetter work. Le urged ujon the House the 
yroprie'y of abolishing the old plan of execuiing 
the public print ng, and of substituting a more eco- 
nomical one. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, to whom Mr. Dawson 
allude in hs sp-ech, eaplaine! the language he 
use! yesterday. Mr. V. yesterday asked why, 
and he now included the gent eman from Georgia 
tvo—why did they sit wih aims folded for two 
vears, after the last Printer was elected, aid not 
propose s me measure tu reduce toe price of the 
pablic printing. 

Mr. DAW-ON, on concluding his remariis, pre- 
6 nted the fullowmg res lution, which was read: 

Resolved, Thatthe order of this House, im rela- 
tiou to the election of a Printer, be postponed until 
the Ist day of Febsuary next. 

Resolved, further, That the Clerk of this House 
be authorized to employ some suiiable person or 
persons to execne the necessary printing of this 
House, in the manner prescribed by the juint reso- 
lution of 1819, until further ordered by this House. 

Kesolved, further, That a select committee be ap- 
pointed to inqaive whetber the public printing of 
this House cannit be better aud cheaper done by 
Contract than by the existing mole. 

The SPEAKER said his opinion was that the 
moton W-s not now in oder, tut if the gen leman 
wold modify bis motion, so as to make the p st- 
ponem nt to a day ceitan, :t would be im order. 

Mr. DAWSON m ditied his resolution, so as to 
make the p: stponement unt. the firscof Februa:y. 

Mr. VANDERFOELL :aid t-e point he made 
yesterday, and from which the gentleman from 
Georgia c ‘uid nol escape, was, that this tt of pa- 
triousnm, wh ch had all at once seized upon ce:taia 
members of this House, came rath r/a’e; and now, 
by Way ol euding the force of that pos t.on, ithe 
gentieman fiom Gecrgia sad that the Administ-a- 
tion party, aimost to a man, voed against Mr. 
PICKENS’s proposiiion. But gentlemen knew that 
ths ani various other propositions, were ma'e for 
the purpose of stav nz off tte election of Prner, 
when it was approaching, ani that tLe Adan st a- 
tion party vored as they diu now, against shai they 
conceived to be mere cbsiac’s ihiown in the way, 
at the same s’age of its procecd ngs. But by the 
aid of the Conservatives, the Opposition succeeded 
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in electing their Prin‘er, after which they were si- 
lent for two years, and made no propesit ons for a 
reduction of this branch ef the pubic expendi- 
ture. He wou'd a-k geat'emen if their short 
lived notions of economy were not ata time when 
they suppesed tre Administration had a majority, 
which was the fact, as elected by the peopl+; and 
whea, by the aid of a litle squad of Conservatives, 
they had elected an Opposition Printer, if taeir pro- 
positions for economy did not ceas*? They sup- 
pos -d the game was in their own hinds, and acted 
according!y. Why did they sit si'ent for two ye irs, 
and not move in tois matie:?, Tae Oppesi ion had 
their printers (Gales and Seaton) in the name of 
Allea. The game was in their own hands, and 
therefors, they made no propositioas for two years 
for economy in the public print'ng 

Mr. MASON of Onio addressed the House, 
urging the necessi'y of carry.ng out the system of 
econemical expend:ture recommended in the mes- 
sage of the President just received, and he called 
upon the friends of the Administration to join with 
the Opposition in commenc ng this economy with 
the public prin ing. Mr. M. charged the party of the 
Admin stration with making hypocritica! professions 
of atlachment to retrenchment and reform, which 
tuey never recuced to pract ce,and congratalated the 
party with which he acted upen the prosp ct of soon 
having an Executive in power who would be s n- 
cere in his professions. He saw, in the recommen- 
dations of economy found in the Presideni’s 
message, evidenc? that his power was abcut to be 
taken from him, and it was therefore that he re- 
eurred to the princ p'es which brovght him into 
Mr. M. atter speaking of the expenses 
incurred by the House for prin'ing during Mr. 
Adams's administration, whica, he said, were less 
than the expenses during Mr. Van Puren’s, went 
on to refer to the necessary expenditures of the 
Government since te Demccratic party came into 
power. He went into an argument to show that 
the mos@economical plan of exccuting the public 
printing would be to l:titcut on contract to the 
lowest bidder. 

Mr. DAVIS contended that there was nothing in 
the reso'ution of 1819 which made it jncuabenton 
the House to proceed to tre election of a public 
l'rin er atthis ime. He thought the resolation of 
1819, referred cnly to the election of a pubiic 
Printer “for the ensuing Congress” fol'owing the ses- 
sion when t at resolution was ado;ted; and that the 
clection ougit now to be postposed to tase into 
considerat-on the expenditase that might be saved 
by gradva'ing the prces in proportion t> the cheap- 
ness of maerials, the faciliies afforded by im- 
p:oved machinery, and the reduce! prices of lator. 
Rep ying to Mr. Vanperpor., be charged the Ad- 
mini-tration with extravagance and wih making 
profe sions of ecoacmy which they were unwilling 
to praci.e, 

Mr POND replied at !encth to the remarks of 
Mr. VanperrorL, commenting on the proceedings 
of the Hoase at the se-s.on of 1837, when the pub- 
lic Printer was e ected. 

Mr. 


BYNUM aidressed 


office. 


the HIouse at some 
length, in reply to the remarks of Messrs. Dawson’ 
ant Bonn, showing that they had acid inconsi-t- 
ently in regard to this question. [A report of his 
remarks will be publi-hed as soon as they can be 
piepared by the reporter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL move that when the House 
aij-urn, it adjourn to meet on Friday next. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, 
and this question being put, it was decided in the 
afirmative—yeas 88, nays &6. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then rose toa point of 
order. ble submitted to the Craik, whether the 
motion for the House to a¢journ over until Friday 
wasin order, while another subject was pending, 
and not decidedon. It reqai.ed a vote of two- 
thrds, he said, by the rales of the House, to put this 
question. 

The CHAIR said it was too late to raise that 
question now, 

Mr. GIDDINGS then moved that the House do 
now adj»urn; and the yeas and nays being ca'led 
{r by Mr. BYNUM and several others, tae ques- 
tion was taken in this way, and decided iv the af- 
firmative—yeas 86, nays 79. 


eames 


Correction: Our reporter misunderstuod the t., 
marks of Mr. Saerrop Wi tims on MOving ap 
adjournment last evening. Instead of Saying, “» 
hed been geverally uuderstoo!, that if they had Dost, 
poned the elect on of a Speaker until after the Pre 
sidenv’s message was received, the Opposition 
could have e'ecied the rSpeaker,” as reported jn the 
Gobe, Mr. Witttams said it was generally yp, 
dersto xd at the commencement of the 25'h Cup 
gress, that if the Presideni’s message had been sen: 
in before the election of Speaker, the Oppositiog 
could have deteated Speaker Polk. 





IN SENATE, 
Faipay, December 27, 1839, 

The Hon R. M. JOHNSON, Vice President of 
the United States, took the Chair as President of 
the Senate this morning. 

A message was received from the Prisident of ih 
Un ted States, by M. Van Buren, esq his Private 
Secretary. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate the follow. 
ing documents: 

A message from the President of the United 
States, concerning the deseript.on of payers deemed 
necessary to be provided by law for the use and 
protection of American vessels engaged in the 
whale fisheries; which was referred to the Com. 
mit'ee on Commerce, and ordered to be prin‘ed, 

A messaze from the President of the Unie] 
States, in relation to the law provid ng for the 
taking of the sixh censu-; which was referred to 
the Commiitee on the Judiciary, and ordesed to be 
printed. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, in relation to the transfers of approy riations 
in the War Department; which was referred to the 
Commiitee on Fiaance, and ordered to be printed, 

A messige from the President of the United 
States, in selation to the transfers of appropria- 
tons in the Navy Department; which was reierred 
to the Commitice on Finance, and ordered to te 
printed. 

A report from the § ecretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a reso ution of the Senate in re 
lation tu the execution of the 13h and 14th se 
tions of the act to regulate the deposites of the pubd- 
lic money, approved June 23, 1836; which was re- 
feired to the Commitiee on Fimancs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary ef the Treasury, 
t avsmitting the rep rt of F. R. Hassler, as st- 
p:rintendent of the survey of the coast and of the 
construction of standards of weights and measurs; 
which was referred to the Cemm ttee on Commeree, 
and 500 additional copies ordered to be priuted. 

A resort fiom the Secretary of State in relation 
to the expenditare of the contingent ‘und of that 
Departm: nt; which was referred to the Committe 
cn Finance. 

A report from the Secretary of the Navy, in re 
lation to the expenditure of the contingent fund of 
that Depart nent; which was ie‘erred tu tae Coa- 
miitee on Finance. 


A letter from the Commissioner of the Pubic 
Buildivgs, reporting the manner in which all appro- 
pria‘ions for the public buildings and grounds have 
been applied; which was refe:r.d to the Committee 
on Pub! c Buildings. 


A lteter from the Librarian of Congress, in 
obedience with the res lution of the Senate of 
February 15, 1839, directing him to make out and 
report to the Senate, at the commencement of the 
first session of the next Congress, a catalogue of all 
the laws, and of all the legislative and executive 
journals and dcecuments of the several States and 
Territories, now in the Library; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Oa motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the pepers 0a 
file in relaticn to the case of Isaac Brovs n were 
referred to the Committee on Reolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the pst t on of Joho 
Barke; which was rcferred to the Committee on 
C'aims. : 

Mr. H. al-o presented the petition of David 
Stonz; which was referied io the Commitice 02 
Claims. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the pe:ition of Jona: 
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